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As the chapter opens, the first impression of Sire is one of a James Dean type

of character. Sire and his friends are just sitting on their bikes, pitching 

pennies, or in other words, gambling. Esperanza tells us that she is scared of 

them, which makes me wonder why she would be afraid of them? She then 

says how her dad calls him a “ punk. 

” Esperanza then starts to describe Sire’s girlfriend, Lois. The words that 

Esperanza uses to describe Lois are almost words of envy and respect. 

Words like “ little pink seashells,” “ big girl hands,” and “ bones are long like 

ladies bones. It is almost like in Esperanza’s mind Lois is the mold for the 

perfect girl in the world and the way Esperanza describes that Sire lets Lois 

ride his bike like it is almost a privilege. It is a privilege because of all of his 

friends and all the people who live on this block, he lets no one else but Lois 

ride his bike. When Esperanza describes the things that Sire does at night 

like drinking and other things like that. Esperanza’s mom describes Lois as “ 

one of those girls who go into alleys” and Esperanza should not be around 

those kinds of girls. This is one of the most important chapters because this 

is where Esperanza shows that she is growing up from a girl to a woman. 

Esperanza says that someday she “ wants to be all new and shiny. ” She 

says that she wants to sit out bad and have a boy hanging all over her. I find 

this interesting because I’m sure that everyone goes through something like 

this where we want to be rebellious and defy our parents. These are just 

some of the signs that Esperanza does not want to accept what her parents 

say is law, and she wants to try out some things of her own. For example, in 

the beginning of the chapter, Esperanza does not say that Sire is a punk, her 

father does. With children, this is not a good way to be. 
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This just makes Sire seem exciting and sparks Esperanza’s interest to be 

around him. When Esperanza is describing Lois she uses words that are not 

necessarily good things to be. Pink toenails, not knowing how to tie her 

shoes, smelling like baby powder. All of these things are helpless, baby-like 

things. With James Dean he was the “ Bad Guy with a soft underbelly,” and 

that is why Esperanza wonders why Sire likes Lois. 

I can just see Esperanza talking to herself saying, “ Look at her. She can’t 

even tie her own shoes. I’m much better than her. 

” Even now, many people do this my age with older people. That is why 

things like Sports Illustrated and Teen magazine are so popular. Look at 

Brittany Spears. She goes to Madison Square Gardens with her belly button 

pierced and a fake, and I emphasize fake, tattoo. She has a sort of “ 

helpless” image also. I think that the real struggle in this chapter is the 

conflicted feeling that Esperanza has between what she knows that she is 

verses the perfect helpless image that society has imposed on her. 

This is why we have so many cases of anorexia and the materialistic views of

society. 
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