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Abortion: A Woman’s Choice, A Woman’s Right 

There have been several studies that simply asked respondent whether they 

thought that abortions were morally right or wrong. However, the subject of 

abortion is not that simple to pass judgment on. Modern day Americans are 

well aware of the different scenarios that can lead up to the decision to have 

an abortion. There are unplanned pregnancies arising from assenting 

relationship. A large number of unwanted pregnancies are among teenagers.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in the age 

group of 15 to 19 years, women had a live birth rate if 34. 3 per 1000 in the 

year 2010, which was actually a 9% fall from the 2009 rates . There are also 

cases of pregnancies arising out of crimes such as rape and sexual 

molestation. 

The decision to undergo an abortion is a heavily influenced one, and 

personal choice often has very little to do with it. Religious and societal views

as well as medical conditions, all have a great impact on whether a woman 

opts to have her pregnancy terminated. Religious beliefs of her family, 

especially her parents, too have a deep effect on the person’s choice . 

Unplanned pregnancies have the highest instance of being aborted. 

According to a recent survey, over 33. 33% of all pregnancies are not 

planned . There is the question of at what point in time an abortion can be 

acceptable. . Most of the time, the hesitancy lies in a single question: when 

does the life of a fetus actually begin? In other words, when can a fetus be 

considered to be ‘ alive’? The main objection that a person might have when 

considering an abortion is whether it will result in the taking of a life. 
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Women often succumb to family, social and religious pressures and decide 

against having an abortion. However, the decision of not aborting an 

unwanted child has as serious implications as deciding in favor of 

terminating the pregnancy. To begin with, unwanted children do not get the 

same degree of love, care and affection than a child that was planned. This is

especially true in the case of rape pregnancies where the child becomes a 

reminder of the crime to the mother. Children born of unplanned 

pregnancies hence have a higher chance of being mistreated by their 

parents as well as other family members such as grandparents. 

Giving birth to an unwanted child and then putting them up for adoption is 

one of the options that women consider, however, this too has dire 

consequences for the child as well as the mother. While the child may most 

like be placed in overcrowded foster homes, the mother might live with the 

guilt of having given away her child. If the woman decides to raise the child 

on her own, it is a major responsibility in moral, emotional as well as 

emotional terms. Raising a child can be very expensive, especially in cases 

where the parents are teenagers and do not have a source of income. This 

can have a dire impact on the quality of life of the child as well as the 

parents. At the end of the day, the mother has to live with the consequences

of bearing an unwanted child. Hence, she should also be allowed to make the

choice without the fear of lifelong retribution or being witch-hunted. 
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