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In his poem Boey Kim Cheng presents the modern environment we live in by

showing how nature gets suppressed by ever-growing concrete jungles. He

shows the nonstop continuing of the building by repetition of " They build" in

the first stanza. He emphasizes it by separating the first two " They build"

with the last one by an enjambment, which creates an impression of  the

relentlessness  of  building  and  how  unstoppable  it  is.  He  puts  a  final

emphasize to this idea by creating a contrast at the end of the first stanza,

when the last " They build" is followed by " will not stop. . He creates an

impression of nature being suppressed. 

He says  that  the  sea  "  draws back"  and  the  sky  "  surrender".  Both  are

personified  which  creates  sympathy.  Moreover,  Cheng  shows  how  the

concrete jungle controls our lives. " The buildings" represent business, hence

work as well as a place to live in. " roads" represent transport and human

movement. Those are the two biggest and most important aspects of out

lives, which are controlled by " The Planners". They decide where the roads

go, and so where you can go. 

They choose where to put the buildings, therefore where you have to live.

Another way in which Boey Kim Cheng present the modernity is through the

last stanza of the poem. He describes the modern society through himself.

The quotation  "  my heart  would  not  bleed poetry"  shows several  things.

Firstly, " poetry" symbolizes the way of expressing yourself as poets stand up

for something via words in poems. The fact that he will not " bleed" it shows

how  he  does  not  want  to  spoil  "  the  blueprint"  of  modern  lifestyle  and

technological progress by his opinions and beliefs. 
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The fact that the last peters out in comparison to the rest of the poem shows

how the poet lost all hope of change and so does not want to try any longer.

However, it might also show how he gains more control over his thoughts

and actions. Atwood's " The City Planners" is very similar to " The Planners"

as it also represents the modern environment. She creates an impression of

emptiness of human lives in modern world. In the second stanza the poetess

has not used a single verb to describe human movement. This can symbolize

how people in the suburbs live empty monotonous lives. 

She creates a feeling of disgust towards this kind of living by listing what she

does not like. The trees are described as " assert" -  suppressed by the "

Planners", who use them as a tool to create the " perfect" neighborhood.

Atwood outlines the " dent" in her car door which is the only irregular thing

in the whole stanza, stating that everything within the suburbs is perfect and

neat. She also creates an impression that people do not live there at all: " no

shouting here". This  creates an air of  the place being abandoned by real

people who have lives, but rather populated with intruders to our " normal"

world. 
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