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The Literacy Gap Poverty is a culture all in its own. It is also a socioeconomic class that is commonly passed down through family generations. Education is said to be the solution to poverty. Statistics have shown that children raised in poverty have lower academic scores than the more advantaged children. Studies have also linked parental expectations and thoughts regarding education a key factor in the educational development of a child. With literacy being a key component of a well-rounded education it becomes a critical component in breaking the generational cycle of poverty. A college education statistically provides a better chance at obtaining wealth. Furthering education allows a student to obtain qualifications that will help them become more employable and assist them in building a career. The more education a person has the higher salary they make. Higher education allows a student to gain knowledge in a field that interests them. Developing a career opposed to working a job leaves a better chance of a person becoming successful in what they do. According to statistics, poverty has a negative effect on academic scores. In the United States, public schools receive their funding based on property taxes paid by residents living in their district. It can be said that schools located in upper or middle class areas receive more money per student than schools located in a impoverish area. Having more money allows the more privileged schools to purchase up to date teaching materials and advance into technology sooner than the less fortunate schools. Schools with a tight budget are deprived of resources that aide in broadening students learning experience, developing learning strategies, and meeting different learning needs. This allows the more privileged schools to progress and develop. The less fortunate schools continue the cycle of utilizing out dated materials they have always had. Studies have shown a positive effect on educational development of children who were raised with high parental expectations. Children spend more than double the amount of time at home than in school. This leaves parents or caregivers responsible for picking up where teachers left off. Parents are the major role models in a child’s life. If a parent demonstrates the importance of education this influences the child’s attitude. On the other hand, if a parent shows no desire to complete high school, or go on to college themselves the child doesn’t feel the need either. Children living by parental example often leads to undesirable generational cycles. Poverty can be a lifelong problem. Children raised in poverty will be faced with many difficulties. Expecting a child to strive for an education regardless of lifestyle situation is unrealistic. A child concentrating on school instead of the worries of existing is important. However, such unfortunates are difficult to avoid in today’s society. Many states are developing programs to address these issues. Some colleges have programs that aim towards first generation college students which offer extended financial opportunities along with tutors. Education may very well be the key to bringing poverty to an end. 
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