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In what ways do proponents of the democratic peace theory believe that 

democracy is related to war and peace? Is democracy a sufficient condition 

for the emergence of international peace? 

The basic principle of the democratic peace theory proclaims that 

democracies won’t be in conflict or war with each other. Proponents of this 

theory believe that the peace in the world is protected by the history of the 

democratic countries. It means that countries with the strong democracies 

extend their peaceful principles to the international relationship and 

therefore there cannot be any war and all the conflicts have peaceful 

solution. Secondly, special institutions or organizations exist in such 

countries and they prohibit the war. For example, the Canada’s defense 

minister proclaimed in 1996, that he is “ a peacekeeper, not a warrior” 

(Hillen 34). It means that when there is no danger from other country of 

alliance democratic countries only maintain peace and do not perform 

aggressive military actions. In this case Canadian minister stated that the 

role of his particular ministry to take care of it and to follow peaceful 

directions. Thirdly, it is proved that democratic countries have developed 

trade relationships. They are interdependent on each other as therefore war 

is economically unprofitable. According to Goldstone, trade creates vested 

interests in peace (3). To sum up, as long as countries expect that the war 

will cause a great damage, it is preferable for them to stay in peace (Jervis 

694). 

Unfortunately, democratic regime is not enough for a country to keep 

peaceful relationship with other countries. For example, it is clear that the 
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World War II was started in response to antidemocratic actions of Nazis of 

Germany. France and Britain acted in order to protect the peace. On the 

other hand, the example of Spanish-American war in 1898 can be considered

as the war between two democracies. So, actually everything depends on 

how the democracy is defined by every country. In case there is a clear and 

approved by every country definition of democracy peaceful solution of 

every conflict is of course possible. 
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