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In the modern era of globalization, the developments have made the world 

to become one global village. Of course, there are a lot of advantages and 

disadvantages associated with this as it affects the different perspectives of 

human lives. One of the areas that have been affected is the educational 

sector. With reference to this issue, there has been an influx of foreign 

students into America, all of whom come with the aim of getting proper 

education. As they interact with the system, new friends and teachers, there 

are some issues that raise concerns. One of them is the relationship between

students, teachers, and their families. This issue is discussed in greater 

detail in the paragraphs below. 

According to Nieto (2009), the issue of multicultural education has been in 

the picture since the international students started getting into the country. 

Nieto observes that for a long time, there has been a negative perception of 

the issue as the teachers often tended to have negative attitudes towards 

multicultural education, arguing that there was no need to have such. 

However, the recent developments indicate that there is the need to 

implement such an education set-up since it enhancing the understanding 

between people from different cultures. She argues that “ it can help to 

address the four areas of potential conflict and inequity – namely racism and 

discrimination, structural conditions in schools that may limit learning, the 

impact of culture on learning, and language diversity” (Nietio, 2009). This is 

an indication that if multicultural education is enhanced, there can be the 

possibility of greater understanding of the cultures of others, hence leading 

to peaceful co-existence. 

This aspect is important as it can help in integrating people from different 
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cultures and helping them learn together. Parrish and Linder-VanBerschot 

(2010) also address this issue in detail where they observe that in a situation

where the teachers and student have different cultural backgrounds and 

values, it is important for them to tray and strike a balance. However, the 

teachers have a greater role to play in this as they are supposed to guide the

students. Not only should the teachers give education that is suitable for 

students from all cultures, but they should also be acquainted with the 

different cultures so that they can effectively guides the students and help 

them in accepting other cultures as well. In other words, the teachers should 

act as role models to the students. If they need to teach the students to 

accept the global aspect, they have to be a living example of the same. This 

is why Parrish and Linder-VanBerschot (2010) argue that “ the growing need 

for education access leads students rightly to demand culturally adaptive 

learning experience which allow for the full development of the individual.” 

Mathews (2000) addresses this issue in greater detail by looking at a real life

case. He takes the case of Asian students who have come to the Americas. 

The aim of this article was to help the teachers to know and understand the 

behaviors and values of the Asian students so that they can lead and instruct

them more effectively. He indicates that in order for the teachers to 

understand the students, they need to go back and look at their family 

structures and societal values. He goes on to indicate that “ The value of 

honoring the family is very strongly engrained in South Asia and Southeast 

Asian children; therefore, discussing any personal problems with an outsider 

is regarded as disgrace to the family” (Mathews, 2000). This bears much 

significance to the teachers. They have to understand that when the children
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from these families act reserved, they are not being arrogant; it is only that 

they are trained to only open up to family, and in this case, the teacher is an 

outsider to them. Such an understanding can help the teacher to avoid 

conflicts with the children and their families; and also make the teachers 

more culturally sensitive. This is also the kind of teaching and teacher-

student relationship that Ladson-Billing (1995) advocates for when she calls 

for the culturally relevant teaching. It is about knowing the cultures of the 

students and aligning the education strategies and communication in a 

manner that does not go against their beliefs. 

Achieving such a relationship is not an easy fit. According to Lee and 

Manning (2001), the experience of the Asian American students can be a 

good example to show how the teachers can understand the issue of 

diversity and positively apply it. The argument is that the teachers should 

accept the students as they are and try to understand more about them. 

They should also know on how to work with these people. More specifically, 

they suggest that there should be an effort to work closely with and “ 

respect immediate and extended family members, understand the diversity 

within the Asian ethnic groups” (Lee and Manning, 2001). Such practices can

help in alleviating stereotyping, thereby encouraging the students to also 

accept the diversity and fit into the system. 

In conclusion, this essay has looked at the interaction between the teachers, 

student sand parents in a multicultural setting. It has been seen through 

relevant literature that the only way that this relationship can be enhanced is

if the teachers understand the students at a deeper perspective. By 
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understanding their values and way of life, the teachers can effectively 

incorporate the students into the system and help them to learn even more. 
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