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Aristotle uses six different points to define a tragic hero. The tragic hero 

must be of noble stature and have greatness. Though the tragic hero is pre-

eminently great, he/she is not perfect. The hero’s downfall is partially his/her

own fault, the result of free choice, not of accidental means. The hero’s 

misfortune is not wholly deserved and the punishment exceeds the crime. 

The fall is not pure loss. And though it arouses solemn emotion, tragedy does

not leave the audience in a state of depression. (VCC Lit Online) Using 

Aristotle’s definition of a tragic hero, we will show that Oedipus in Oedipus 

the King is in fact a tragic hero and how his decisions led to his downfall. As 
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