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Sur Due Geography of Minnesota Minnesota is a US in the region commonly 

referred to as the Upper Midwestand it is the northernmost state outside 

Alaska. 

The state has North Dakota and South Dakota to the West and the Canadian 

provinces of Ontario and Manitoba to the North. Wisconsin and Iowa are to 

the Eastern border while it shares Lake Superior with Michigan and 

Wisconsin to the North East. 

The state is rich in features and marvelous sites and terrain which contain 

some of the oldest rocks. This paper looks at some five sites namely: North 

shore of Lake Superior, Driftless Area, Glacier Lake Agassiz, Minnesota Rover

Valley, Pitted Outwash Plain of the Brainerd Area. 

The North Shore 

The North Shore as referred by the Americans is the shoreline of Minnesota 

between the city of Duluth and the international border at Grand Portage. 

The North Shore is mainly characterized by alternating rocky cliffs and 

Precambrian formed rocks which are found at the shores of Lake Superior. 

Due to glaciation much of the sandstone was eroded leaving eroded igneous 

material on the surface. 

The North Shore rises has an elevation of about six hundred feet and is said 

to have been as low as 250 feet from its current position and as high as five 

hundred feet from where it stands now. Minnesota is a state where three of 

North America’s biomes converge but the North Shore contains the boreal 

forest although it has some of the prairie grasslands. 

Although the state of Minnesota records the two extremes of the weather 

that is the hot summers and very cold winters the temperature the 

https://assignbuster.com/geography-of-minnesota/



 Geography of minnesota – Paper Example Page 3

temperatures in the North Shore are no different as mean temperatures 

range from 2degrees centigrade to 5dergrees centigrade. 

The precipitation ranges between 24 and 35. 

Driftless area in Minnesota 

The Driftless area in Minnesota is also known as the Paleozoic Plateau is an 

area which is synonymous with deeply carved river valleys. 

The area has a loess rock overlying the bedrock which is a sedimentary rock 

that was dates back to the Paleozoic age. The bedrock is mainly composed of

dolomite, sandstone, and shale. 

The driftless area is also characterized by cave systems, sinkholes, springs 

and underground streams. 

The temperature in this region ranges from 4degrees centigrade and 

7degrees centigrade. The precipitation ranges from 19 to 29. 

The vegetation on this part is prairie grasslands which run through the whole

plateau. 

Lake Agassiz 

Lake Agassiz was a lake which was located at the Northern part of America 

that was larger than the Great Lakes but all that is left is Lake Winnipeg, 

Lake Manitoba and Lake of the Woods all which are the relics of Lake 

Agassiz. 

The temperatures which were experienced in this area were somewhat 

similar to the North Shore as it ranged from 2 degrees centigrade to 4 

degrees centigrade. 

The vegetative cover consisted of the Boreal forest and the precipitation 

ranged between 30 to 35 inches. 
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The pitted outwash plain 

The pitted outwash plain is located on the Northeast of Minnesota is around 

1300 feet and has a vegetative cover which mainly consists of boreal forest 

and some parts contain the prairies grasslands. 

The temperature ranges between 4 degrees centigrade and 7 degrees 

centigrade while the precipitation ranges between 24 and 32 inches. 

The Minnesota River Valley 

The Minnesota River valley is 8 kilometers wide and 80 meters deep and was

carved by glaciation activity in the region. 

The region is characterized by the big deciduous forest. 

The temperature ranges from 5 degrees centigrade to around 8 degrees 

centigrade. 

Precipitation on the other hand ranges from 23 inches to 30 inches. 
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