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Course University Multiple Intelligences and the Impact on Learning Have 

you ever looked at one of your family members and Just been so amazed at 

all the differences you have, to the point that you are even amazed that you 

are related? Did you ever wonder why someone is so gifted in one area and 

completely lacks in another area? This can all be explained through Howard 

Gardener's theory on Multiple Intelligences, which states there are eight 

different ways we learn and process information. 

Gardner believed an Intelligence Quotient (Q) was not an accurate 

assessment of an individual and in fact true intelligence was based on 8 

factors: Linguistic, Logical-Mathematical, Musical, Bodily-Kinesthesia, 

Interpersonal, Interpersonal, Spatial and Naturalist. The different 

intelligences will be discussed first, I will then explain my intelligence, 

followed by the impact of multiples intelligences on learning. Dauphins 

(2005) frequently compared the intelligences and believed we use a 

combination of intelligences and one is no more important than any other. 

The first comparison will be between musical and linguistic intelligence. 

People with a high linguistic intelligence have a great ability with the use of 

words both in the writing form and in the spoken form. These people are 

great at writing, reading and memorizing information. People with a high 

musical intelligence have a great ability to think in sounds, melodies and 

rhythms. These people are great at musical composition and performance. 

As you can see, the two are complete opposite ends of the spectrum, one is 

great with words and the other excels in sounds. The next two I will compare 

is logical and spatial intelligence. Logical intelligence tends to Ochs on the 
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ability to logically analyze and solve problems typically math problems; on 

the other hand spatial intelligence perceives problems visually and can 

imagine problems in three dimensional. The next two are interpersonal and 

interpersonal, which is the difference in understanding others and the ability 

to understand one's self. 

The last two are kinesthesia and the naturist, these aren't two far removed 

from each other; kinesthesia focuses on body movement and the ability to 

express yourself through dance and movement, the naturist attempts to 

understand the world. I recently took several different types of the multiple 

intelligence tests and my intelligences scored over three in the following 

areas: interpersonal, interpersonal, kinesthesia and nature. The results of 

this test are not surprising to me in the least bit, I love to teach and help 

people and hence have chosen a career field that meets that intelligence 

aspect. 

In my free time I am very active with my children and like to play sports and 

be in the outdoors. One must also take the learning style preference into 

account, I scored highest in the kinesthesia, which means I do best with 

hands on earning. The intelligence levels that I scored the lowest in with a 

score of one was musical and spatial, which explains a lot to me as I have no 

musical ability whatsoever and no desire. Also, the spatial intelligence is 

interesting as I get lost frequently and thereby have two separate Gap's. But,

I don't think everything in life is just that simple and straightforward. 

For example, I am great at memorizing because I feel that I have learned 

some great tricks, Just because I am not high with a musical intelligence 
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creating a song to memorize something can actually work to my advantage. 

Just because you may score low in one area you shouldn't try to shut 

yourself off to the intelligence all together. We need to be open to different 

intelligence aspects especially if you are in the field of instruction and 

teaching. The important aspect that needs to be addressed is how to make 

the connection between the different learning styles and aspects of 

intelligence. 

In the article by Grids et all (2009) most universities have always 

traditionally taught in the same manner lecture based learning, which is the 

linguistic intelligence level, followed by a aroma based assessment made up 

of question and answer, however this is not the strength of the majority of 

students. The linguistic intelligence is actually the lowest level intelligence. If

instructors could engage students in their strengths, students could actually 

learn more and be more receptive to new information, thereby making the 

learning experience more valuable. 

Grids et all (2009) believed the majority of students actually work from three

intelligence levels: interpersonal, interpersonal and kinesthesia. The most an

instructor can incorporate the top three levels of intelligence the more 

effective instruction will be for students. It isn't necessary to address the 

needs of every student, nor is it realistic, but if an instructor is able to meet 

the needs of the majority of the students the instructor is then that more 

effective in the classroom. 
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