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For millions of years people have lived in areas where two different plates 

meet. In theses types of areas it is very common for earthquakes to happen 

and for volcanoes to form. So why if these are such dangerous places to live 

do people continue to settle here? One reason may be that people believe 

that the types of natural disasters that are possible will never affect them in 

their lifetime. It is impossible to tell when a plate movement will occur. Some

people are willing to take the chance that there will be no problems will 

occur during their lifetime while others prefer to live in safer places. Also 

many people who have lived and grown up in such areas prefer to stay 

where they are and where their past is. If there is a volcano present at the 

site of the tectonic zone people may choose to stay because after the 

volcano has erupted there is very fertile soil allowing almost anything to be 

grown. Volcanoes also bring good tourism to places allowing people to make 

money by doing tours, providing accommodation and selling souvenirs. 

People also visit these areas for skiing, hiking and hot springs. Another 

reason people stay where there are plate movements is because they are 

tied down because they own land or a business or just have a good job 

where they are. Also there are many ways of making money from volcanoes 

People have mined gems and metals including gold, silver, molybdenum, 

copper, zinc, lead and mercury. Diamonds are found in volcanic vents and 

opals. Volcanoes also produce geothermic energy which is heat from the 

earth this can be harnessed to produce electricity. 
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