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Discuss the technological, ideological and social impacts of the space race?





[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]War, Cold War


The Space Race was considered an informal competition between the United States and the Soviet Union to see who could make the furthest advancements into space first. The Space Race involved exploring outer space with satellites and sending men to the Moon and bringing them back safely. The Space Race effectively began on October 1, 1957 when the Soviets launched the first ever manmade satellite, Sputnik. The Space Race was considered an analogy to the arms race that was going on at the same time. The Space Race eventually became an important part in the technological, ideological and social differences between the United Sates and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. The launch of Sputnik, by the Soviets, in 1957 prompted the US to do something to catch up to the Soviets. The first thing the United States did was to end any opposition to developing space travel. By 1961, national prestige was quoted as a reason for developing space travel. The American people supported the Space Race and were thrilled in the fact that they ‘ won’ the race. However, by 1970, the political climate had shifted. For the time being liberals were disappointed with the whole technology sector, due to its association with the military during Vietnam. A conservative administration had taken over as well. With limited liberal support, NASA was unable to prevent the Nixon administration from killing the lunar program. NASA was able to salvage a short-term orbital lab, Skylab. The Space Race was simply a symbol of the ideological battle between the United States and the Soviets. The Space Race was a symbol of which system worked better. The American population along with the Soviet population both supported the Space Race during the 50's and 60's. It was very important to both the Americans and the Soviets to win the race, to show the world which political system worked. Some of our everyday items we use around the home where developed by NASA to help astronauts while in space. While on the moon and working in deep space, NASA would often need to communicate to their astronauts. To talk to the astronauts NASA would have to overcome the far distances of space. Standard forms of communication wouldn’t have reached so NASA had to invent something that could. From this need satellite communication was born. Everyday spin-offs from the Space Race are not limited to satellite communication. Some other spin-offs include, but are not limited to: the technology behind golf balls, virtual reality, cordless tools, and the self-inflating life raft. Without these inventions from NASA computers would be as big as your living room, you wouldn’t have wireless internet, glasses would scratch easier, and life would be basically more complicated. Despite many early successes from the Soviets, the United States is widely considered to have won the Space Race as it was the first to put a man on the moon and bring him back safely. At the time, the Soviet Union denied having a lunar program at all, but released documents have proved otherwise. However the U. S. government made its wish to land on the moon public and invested heavily in that goal. With the concentration of political will and financial resources, the Americans were the first to develop a rocket that could reach the moon, successfully launching the Saturn V in 1967. The Soviet option, the N-1, continually failed in its efforts to reach the moon. Once the Americans had the technology to send astronauts and equipment to the moon, it was only a matter of time before they achieved a moon landing. The Space Race was an instrumental part of the rising tension between the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. Apart from boosting US moral the Space Race had several long-lasting impacts on not only the US but the whole world. These impacts were technological, ideological and economical/social. 
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