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James Ussher (sometimes spelled Usher, 4 January 1581 — 21 March 1656) 

was Church of Ireland Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland 

between 1625 and 1656. He was a prolific scholar, who most famously 

published a chronology that purported to establish the time and date of the 

creation as the night preceding Sunday, 23 October 4004 BC, according to 

the proleptic Julian calendar. In 1619 Ussher travelled to England, where he 

remained for two years. His only child, Elizabeth, was born in London in 

1619. He became prominent after meeting James I. In 1621 James nominated

him Bishop of Meath. He also became a national figure in Ireland, becoming 

Privy Councillor in 1623 and an increasingly substantial scholar. A noted 

collector of Irish manuscripts, he made them available for research to fellow-

scholars such as his friend, Sir James Ware. From 1623 until 1626 he was 

again in England and was excused from his episcopal duties in order to study

church history. He was nominated Primate of All Ireland and Archbishop of 

Armagh in 1625 and succeeded Christopher Hampton. Christopher Columbus

(Italian: Cristoforo Colombo; Spanish: CristÃ³bal ColÃ³n; Portuguese: 

CristÃ³vÃ£o Colombo; before 31 October 1451 — 20 May 1506) was an 

explorer, navigator, and colonizer, born in the Republic of Genoa, in what is 

today northwestern Italy.[2][3][4][5] Under the auspices of the Catholic 

Monarchs of Spain, he completed four voyages across the Atlantic Ocean 

that led to general European awareness of the American continents. Those 

voyages, and his efforts to establish permanent settlements on the island of 

Hispaniola, initiated the Spanish colonization of the New World. In the 

context of emerging western imperialism and economic competition between

European kingdoms seeking wealth through the establishment of trade 
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routes and colonies, Columbus's speculative proposal, to reach the East 

Indies by sailing westward, eventually received the support of the Spanish 

crown, which saw in it a promise, however remote, of gaining the upper hand

over rival powers in the contest for the lucrative spice trade with Asia. During

his first voyage in 1492, instead of reaching Japan as he had intended, 

Columbus landed in the Bahamas archipelago, at a locale he named San 

Salvador. Over the course of three more voyages, Columbus visited the 

Greater and Lesser Antilles, as well as the Caribbean coast of Venezuela and 

Central America, claiming them for the Spanish Empire. Ferdinand Magellan 

(Portuguese: FernÃ£o de MagalhÃ£es, IPA:  [fÉ¨É¾ËˆnÉ�Ìƒw Ã°É¨ 

mÉ�É£É�ËˆÊŽÉ�ÌƒjÊƒ]; Spanish: Fernando de Magallanes, IPA:  [ferËˆnando

Ã°e maÉ£aËˆÊŽanes]; c. 1480 — 27 April 1521) was a Portuguese explorer. 

He was born in a still disputed location in northern Portugal, and served King 

Charles I of Spain in search of a westward route to the " Spice Islands" 

(modern Maluku Islands in Indonesia). Magellan's expedition of 1519—1522 

became the first expedition to sail from the Atlantic Ocean into the Pacific 

Ocean (then named " peaceful sea" by Magellan; the passage being made 

via the Strait of Magellan), and the first to cross the Pacific. His expedition 

completed the first circumnavigation of the Earth, although Magellan himself 

did not complete the entire voyage, being killed during the Battle of Mactan 

in the Philippines. (For background see Exploration of the Pacific.)Magellan 

also gives his name to the Magellanic Penguin, which he was the first 

European to note;[1] the Magellanic clouds, now known to be nearby dwarf 

galaxies; the twin lunar craters of Magelhaens and Magelhaens A; and the 

Martian crater of Magelhaens.[2] Charles Robert Darwin, FRS (12 February 
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1809 — 19 April 1882) was an English naturalist.[I] He established that all 

species of life have descended over time from common ancestors,[1] and 

proposed the scientific theory that this branching pattern of evolution 

resulted from a process that he called natural selection, in which the struggle

for existence has a similar effect to the artificial selection involved in 

selective breeding.[2] Darwin published his theory of evolution with 

compelling evidence in his 1859 book On the Origin of Species, overcoming 

scientific rejection of earlier concepts of transmutation of species.[3][4] By 

the 1870s the scientific community and much of the general public had 

accepted evolution as a fact. However, many favoured competing 

explanations and it was not until the emergence of the modern evolutionary 

synthesis from the 1930s to the 1950s that a broad consensus developed in 

which natural selection was the basic mechanism of evolution.[5][6] In 

modified form, Darwin's scientific discovery is the unifying theory of the life 

sciences, explaining the diversity of life.[7][8] Alfred Russel Wallace, OM, FRS

(8 January 1823 — 7 November 1913) was a British naturalist, explorer, 

geographer, anthropologist and biologist. He is best known for independently

conceiving the theory of evolution through natural selection, which prompted

Charles Darwin to publish his own ideas in On the Origin of Species. Wallace 

did extensive fieldwork, first in the Amazon River basin and then in the Malay

Archipelago, where he identified the Wallace Line that divides the Indonesian

archipelago into two distinct parts, a western portion in which the animals 

are largely of Asian origin, and an eastern portion where the birds and 

mammals are more similar to those of Australia. He was considered the 19th 

century's leading expert on the geographical distribution of animal species 
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and is sometimes called the " father of biogeography".[1] Wallace was one of

the leading evolutionary thinkers of the 19th century and made many other 

contributions to the development of evolutionary theory besides being co-

discoverer of natural selection. These included the concept of warning 

colouration in animals, and the Wallace effect, a hypothesis on how natural 

selection could contribute to speciation by encouraging the development of 

barriers against hybridization. Christian JÃ¼rgensen Thomsen (December 29,

1788 — May 21, 1865) was a Danish antiquarian who developed early 

archaeological techniques and methods. In 1816 he was appointed head of 

'antiquarian' collections which later developed into the National Museum of 

Denmark in Copenhagen. While organizing and classifying the antiquities for 

exhibition, he decided to present them chronologically according to the 

three-age system. Other scholars had previously proposed that prehistory 

had advanced from an age of stone tools, to ages of tools made from bronze 

and iron, but these proposals were presented as systems of evolution, which 

did not allow dating of artifacts. Thomsen refined the three-age system as a 

chronological system by seeing which artifacts occurred with which other 

artifacts in closed finds. In this way, he was the first to establish an evidence-

based division of prehistory into discrete periods. This achievement led to his

being credited as the originator of the three-age system of European 

antiquity. Jens Jacob Asmussen Worsaae (14 March 1821 — 15 August 1885) 

was a Danish archaeologist, historian and politician, who was the second 

director of the National Museum of Denmark (1865—1874). He played a key 

role in the foundation of scientific archaeology. Worsaae was the first to 

excavate and use stratigraphy to prove C. J. Thomsen's sequence of the 
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Three-age system: Stone, Bronze, Iron. He was also a pioneer in the 

development of paleobotany through his excavation work in the peat bogs of

Jutland. Worsaae served as Kultus Minister of Denmark (the cultural and 

education minister) for Christen Andreas Fonnesbech from 1874 to 1875. 

Jens Jacob Asmussen Worsaae was born in Vejle, Denmark in 1821. He was 

the fifth of eleven children born into a wealthy, educated family. His father 

was a civil servant (a county treasurer) for the County of Vejle and also a 

member of the Royal Society of Northern Antiquities. Arnold Toynbee (23 

August 1852 — 9 March 1883) was a British economic historian also noted 

for his social commitment and desire to improve the living conditions of the 

working classes.[1] Toynbee was born in London, the son of the physician 

Joseph Toynbee, a pioneering otolaryngologist. Arnold Toynbee was the 

uncle, via his brother Harry Valpy Toynbee, of universal historian Arnold 

Joseph Toynbee (1889—1975); with whom he is often confused. Toynbee 

attended public schools in Blackheath and Woolwich. In 1873 he began to 

study political economy at Oxford University, first at Pembroke College and 

from 1875 at Balliol College, where he went on to teach after his graduation 

in 1878. His lectures on the history of the Industrial Revolution in 18th and 

19th century Britain proved widely influential; in fact, Toynbee coined,[2] or 

at least effectively popularised, the term " Industrial Revolution" in the 

Anglophone world–in Germany and elsewhere it had been brought into 

circulation earlier by Friedrich Engels, also under the impression of the 

industrial changes in Britain. He married Charlotte Atwood, 12 years his 

senior and a cousin of Harold F. Davidson, the famous rector of Stiffkey. 

Toynbee died in 1883, at age 30. His health had rapidly deteriorated, 
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probably due to exhaustion by excessive work Khufu (pron.: /ËˆkuË�fuË�/ 

KOO-foo), originally Khnum-Khufu (pron.: /ËˆknuË�mËˆkuË�fuË�/ KNOOM-

koofoo), is the birth name of an ancient Egyptian pharaoh, who ruled in the 

4th dynasty of the Old Kingdom, around 2580 B. C.. He is equally well known 

under his Hellenized name KhÃªops or Cheops (pron.: /ËˆkiË�É’ps/, KEE-ops;

Greek: Î§ÎÎ¿Ïˆ, by Diodor and Herodotus) and less well known under another 

Hellenized name, SÃºphis (pron.: /ËˆsuË�fÉ¨s/ SOO-fis; Greek: Î£Î¿á¿¦Ï†Î¹Ï‚, 

by Manetho).[8][9] A rare version of the name of Khufu, used by Josephus, is 

Sofe (pron.: /ËˆsÉ’fiË�/ SO-fe; Greek: Î£Î¿Ï†e).[10]Khufu was the second 

pharaoh of the 4th dynasty, he followed his possible father, king Sneferu, on 

the throne. He is generally accepted as having built the Great Pyramid of 

Giza, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, but many other 

aspects of his reign are rather poorly documented.[8][9]The only completely 

preserved portrait of the king is a three-inch high ivory figurine found in a 

temple ruin of later period at Abydos in 1903. All other reliefs and statues 

were found in fragments and many buildings of Khufu are lost. Everything 

known about Khufu comes from inscriptions in his necropolis at Giza and 

later documents. For example, Khufu is the main actor of the famous 

Papyrus Westcar from 13th dynasty. Jean-FranÃ§ois Champollion (23 

December 1790 — 4 March 1832) was a French classical scholar, philologist 

and orientalist, decipherer of the Egyptian hieroglyphs. Champollion 

published the first translation of the Rosetta Stone hieroglyphs in 1822, 

showing that the Egyptian writing system was a combination of phonetic and

ideographic signs. Champollion was born in Figeac, Lot, the last of seven 

children (two of whom had already died before he was born). He was raised 
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in humble circumstances; because his parents could not afford to send him 

to school, he was taught to read by his brother Jacques. Jacques, although 

studious and largely self-educated, did not have Jean-FranÃ§ois' genius for 

language; however, he was talented at earning a living, and supported Jean-

FranÃ§ois for most of his life.[1]Jean-FranÃ§ois lived with his brother in 

Grenoble for several years, and even as a child showed an extraordinary 

linguistic talent. By the age of 16 he had mastered a dozen languages and 

had read a paper before the Grenoble Academy concerning the Coptic 

language. By 20 he could also speak Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Amharic, 

Sanskrit, Avestan, Pahlavi, Arabic, Syriac, Chaldean, Persian and Ge'ez in 

addition to his native French. Moses (Hebrew: ×žÖ¹×©Ö¶×�×” â€Ž, 

Modern Moshe Tiberian MÅ�Å¡éh ISO 259-3 MoÅ¡e•; Arabic: Ù…ÙˆØ³Ù‰â€Ž

MÅ« sÄ�•) was, according to the Hebrew Bible, the Qur'an, and Baha'i 

scripture, a religious leader, lawgiver and prophet, to whom the authorship 

of the Torah is traditionally attributed. Also called Moshe Rabbenu in Hebrew 

(×žÖ¹×©Ö¶×�×” ×¨Ö·×‘ ÖµÖ¼× ×•Ö¼, Lit. " Moses our Teacher/Rabbi"), 

he is the most important prophet in Judaism,[1][2] and is also considered an 

important prophet in Christianity and Islam, as well as a number of other 

faiths. The existence of Moses as well as the veracity of the Exodus story is 

disputed amongst archaeologists and Egyptologists, with experts in the field 

of biblical criticism citing logical inconsistencies, new archaeological 

evidence, historical evidence, and related origin myths in Canaanite culture.

[3][4][5] Other historians maintain that the biographical details, and 

Egyptian background, attributed to Moses imply the existence of a historical 

political and religious leader who was involved in the consolidation of the 
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Hebrew tribes in Canaan towards the end of the Bronze Age. Solomon 

(Hebrew: ×©Ö°×�×œÖ¹×žÖ¹×”, Modern Shlomo Tiberian Å É™lÅ�mÅ� 

ISO 259-3 Å lomo; Arabic: Ø³Ù„ ÙŠÙ…Ø§Ù†â€Ž SulaymÄ�n, also colloquially:

SilimÄ�n; Greek: Î£Î¿Î» Î¿Î¼ÏŽÎ½ SolomÅ�n), also called Jedidiah (Hebrew 

×™Ö°×“ Ö´×™×“ Ö°×™Ö¸×” Ö¼), was, according to the Book of Kings, the 

Book of Chronicles and the Qur'an[1] a king of Israel and the son of David.[2]

The conventional dates of Solomon's reign are circa 970 to 931 BC. He is 

described as the third king of the United Monarchy, and the final king before 

the northern Kingdom of Israel and the southern Kingdom of Judah split. 

Following the split, his patrilineal descendants ruled over Judah alone. 

According to the Talmud, Solomon is one of the 48 prophets.[3] In the 

Qur'an, he is considered a major prophet, known as Sulaiman, son of David. 

The Hebrew Bible credits Solomon as the builder of the First Temple in 

Jerusalem[2] and portrays him as great in wisdom, wealth, and power, but 

ultimately as a king whose sin, including idolatry and turning away from 

Yahweh, leads to the kingdom's being torn in two during the reign of his son 

Rehoboam.[4] Solomon is the subject of many other later references and 

legends, most notably in the 1st-century Apocryphal work " Testamentum 

Solomonis". In later years, Solomon also came to be known as a magician 

and an exorcist, with numerous amulets and medallion seals dating from the 

Hellenistic period invoking his name[5]. Genghis Khan (/ËˆÉ¡É›Å‹É¡Éªs ËˆkÉ‘ 

Ë�n/ or /ËˆdÊ’É›Å‹É¡Éªs ËˆkÉ‘ Ë�n/,[4][5] Mongol:  [tÊƒiÅ‹É¡Éªs 

xaË�Å‹] ( listen); 1162?  — August 1227), born Temujin, was the founder 

and Great Khan (emperor) of the Mongol Empire, which became the largest 

contiguous empire in history after his demise. He came to power by uniting 
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many of the nomadic tribes of northeast Asia. After founding the Mongol 

Empire and being proclaimed " Genghis Khan", he started the Mongol 

invasions that resulted in the conquest of most of Eurasia. These included 

raids or invasions of the Kara-Khitan Khanate, Caucasus, Khwarezmid 

Empire, Western Xia and Jin dynasties. These campaigns were often 

accompanied by wholesale massacres of the civilian populations — 

especially in Khwarezmia. By the end of his life, the Mongol Empire occupied 

a substantial portion of Central Asia and China. Before Genghis Khan died, he

assigned Ã–gedei Khan as his successor and split his empire into khanates 

among his sons and grandsons.[6] He died in 1227 after defeating the 

Western Xia. He was buried in an unmarked grave somewhere in Mongolia at

an unknown location. Qin Shihuangdi (Wade-Giles: Chin Shih Huang; 

Chinese: ç§¦å§‹çš‡; 259 BC — 210 BC;[1][2] personal name: Zhao Zheng 

(Wade-Giles: Chao Cheng; Chinese: è¶™æ”¿);[3] name in classical Chinese: 

(è¶™æ£) was the king of the Chinese State of Qin from 246 BC to 221 BC, 

during the Warring States Period.[4] He became the first emperor of a unified

China in 221 BC.[4] He ruled until his death in 210 BC at the age of 49.

[5]Calling himself the First Emperor (Chinese: å§‹çš‡å¸�, ShÇ� HuÃ¡ngdÃ¬)

after China's unification, QÃn ShÇ� HuÃ¡ng is a pivotal figure in Chinese 

history, ushering in nearly two millennia of imperial rule. After unifying 

China, he and his chief advisor Li Si passed a series of major economic and 

political reforms.[4] He undertook gigantic projects, including building and 

unifying various sections of the Great Wall of China, the now famous city-

sized mausoleum guarded by the life-sized Terracotta Army, and a massive 

national road system, all at the expense of numerous lives. To ensure 
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stability, Qin Shi Huang outlawed and burned many books and buried some 

scholars alive.[5] Francisco Pizarro GonzÃ¡lez (c. 1471 or 1476 — 26 June 

1541) was a Spanish conquistador who conquered the Inca Empire. Gonzalez

was born in Trujillo, Spain, the illegitimate son of Gonzalo Pizarro, an infantry

colonel, and Francisca GonzÃ¡lez, a woman of poor means. His exact birth 

date is uncertain, but is believed to be sometime in the 1470s, probably 

1471. Scant attention was paid to his education and he grew up illiterate.[1] 

He was a distant cousin of HernÃ¡n Cortés. On 10 November 1509, Pizarro 

sailed from Spain to the New World with Alonzo de Ojeda on an expedition to

UrabÃ. He sailed to Cartagena and joined the fleet of MartÃn FernÃ¡ndez de 

Enciso, and, in 1513, accompanied Balboa to the Pacific.[1] In 1514, he 

found a supporter in Pedrarias DÃ¡vila, the Governor of Castilla de Oro, and 

was rewarded for his role in the arrest of Balboa with the positions of mayor 

and magistrate in Panama City, serving from 1519 to 1523. HernÃ¡n Cortés 

de Monroy y Pizarro, 1st Marquis of the Valley of Oaxaca (Spanish 

pronunciation:  [erËˆnaÅ‹ korËˆtes de monËˆroj i piËˆÎ¸aro]; 1485 — 

December 2, 1547) was a Spanish Conquistador who led an expedition that 

caused the fall of the Aztec Empire and brought large portions of mainland 

Mexico under the rule of the King of Castile in the early 16th century. Cortés 

was part of the generation of Spanish colonizers that began the first phase of

the Spanish colonization of the Americas. Born in MedellÃn, Spain, to a 

family of lesser nobility, Cortés chose to pursue a livelihood in the New 

World. He went to Hispaniola and later to Cuba, where he received an 

encomienda and, for a short time, became alcalde (magistrate) of the second

Spanish town founded on the island. In 1519, he was elected captain of the 
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third expedition to the mainland, an expedition which he partly funded. His 

enmity with the Governor of Cuba, Diego VelÃ¡zquez de Cuéllar, resulted in 

the recall of the expedition at the last moment, an order which Cortés 

ignored. Arriving on the continent, Cortés executed a successful strategy of 

allying with some indigenous people against others. He also used a native 

woman, DoÃ±a Marina, as an interpreter; she would later bear Cortés a son. 

When the Governor of Cuba sent emissaries to arrest Cortés, he fought them

and won, using the extra troops as reinforcements. Cortés wrote letters 

directly to the king asking to be acknowledged for his successes instead of 

punished for mutiny. After he overthrew the Aztec Empire, Cortés was 

awarded the title of Marqués del Valle de Oaxaca, while the more prestigious

title of Viceroy was given to a high-ranking nobleman, Antonio de Mendoza. 

In 1541 Cortés returned to Spain, where he died peacefully but embittered, 

six years later. Cleisthenes (/ËˆklaÉªsÎ¸É™ËŒniz/; Greek: ÎšÎ» ÎµÎ¹ÏƒÎ¸ÎÎ½Î·Ï‚, 

also Clisthenes or Kleisthenes) was a noble Athenian of the Alcmaeonid 

family. He is credited with reforming the constitution of ancient Athens and 

setting it on a democratic footing in 508/7 BC.[1] For these 

accomplishments, historians refer to him as " the father of Athenian 

democracy."[2] He was the maternal grandson of the tyrant Cleisthenes of 

Sicyon, as the younger son of the latter's daughter Agariste and her husband

Megacles. Also, he was credited for increasing power of assembly and he 

also broke up power of nobility for Athens.[3] Historians estimate that 

Cleisthenes was born c. 570 BC.[4] Cleisthenes was the uncle of Pericles' 

mother Agariste[5] and of Alcibiades' maternal grandfather Megacles.[6] In 

the ancient Greek religion, Zeus (Ancient Greek: Î–ÎµÏ�Ï‚, ZeÃºs; Modern 
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Greek: Î” Î¯Î±Ï‚, DÃas) is the " Father of Gods and men" (Ï€Î±Ï„ á½´Ï� 

á¼€Î½Î´Ï�á¿¶Î½ Ï„ Îµ Î¸Îµá¿¶Î½ Ï„ Îµ, patá¸•r andrÅ�n te theÅ�n te)[3] who

rules the Olympians of Mount Olympus as a father rules the family. He is the 

god of sky and thunder in Greek mythology. His Roman counterpart is 

Jupiter, Hindu counterpart is Indra and Etruscan counterpart is Tinia. Zeus is 

the child of Cronus and Rhea, and the youngest of his siblings. In most 

traditions he is married to Hera, although, at the oracle of Dodona, his 

consort is Dione: according to the Iliad, he is the father of Aphrodite by 

Dione.[2] He is known for his erotic escapades. These resulted in many godly

and heroic offspring, including Athena, Apollo and Artemis, Hermes, 

Persephone (by Demeter), Dionysus, Perseus, Heracles, Helen of Troy, Minos,

and the Muses (by Mnemosyne); by Hera, he is usually said to have fathered 

Ares, Hebe and Hephaestus.[4]As Walter Burkert points out in his book, 

Greek Religion, " Even the gods who are not his natural children address him

as Father, and all the gods rise in his presence." Hera (pron.: /ËˆhÉ›rÉ™/; 

Greek á¼Ï�Î±, HÄ“ ra, equivalently á¼Ï�Î·, HÄ“ rÄ“, in Ionic and Homer) is 

the wife and one of three sisters of Zeus in the Olympian pantheon of Greek 

mythology and religion. Her chief function is as the goddess of women and 

marriage. Her counterpart in the religion of ancient Rome was Juno. The cow,

lion and the peacock are sacred to her. Hera's mother is Rhea and her father 

Cronus. Portrayed as majestic and solemn, often enthroned, and crowned 

with the polos (a high cylindrical crown worn by several of the Great 

Goddesses), Hera may bear a pomegranate in her hand, emblem of fertile 

blood and death and a substitute for the narcotic capsule of the opium 

poppy.[1] A scholar of Greek mythology Walter Burkert writes in Greek 
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Religion, " Nevertheless, there are memories of an earlier aniconic 

representation, as a pillar in Argos and as a plank in Samos."[2]Hera was 

known for her jealous and vengeful nature, most notably against Zeus's 

lovers and offspring, but also against mortals who crossed her, such as 

Pelias. Paris offended her by choosing Aphrodite as the most beautiful 

goddess, earning Hera's hatred. Hannibal, son of Hamilcar Barca[n 1] (247 —

183/182 BC)[n 2] was a Punic Carthaginian military commander, generally 

considered one of the greatest military commanders in history. His father, 

Hamilcar Barca, was the leading Carthaginian commander during the First 

Punic War, his younger brothers were Mago and Hasdrubal, and he was 

brother-in-law to Hasdrubal the Fair. Hannibal lived during a period of great 

tension in the Mediterranean, when the Roman Republic established its 

supremacy over other great powers such as Carthage, the Hellenistic 

kingdoms of Macedon, Syracuse, and the Seleucid empire. One of his most 

famous achievements was at the outbreak of the Second Punic War, when he

marched an army, which included war elephants, from Iberia over the 

Pyrenees and the Alps into northern Italy. In his first few years in Italy, he 

won three dramatic victories–Trebia, Trasimene, and Cannae, in which he 

distinguished himself for his ability to determine his and his opponent's 

strengths and weaknesses, and to play the battle to his strengths and the 

enemy's weaknesses–and won over many allies of Rome. Hannibal occupied 

much of Italy for 15 years, but a Roman counter-invasion of North Africa 

forced him to return to Carthage, where he was decisively defeated by Scipio

Africanus at the Battle of Zama. Scipio had studied Hannibal's tactics and 

brilliantly devised some of his own, and finally defeated Rome's nemesis at 
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Zama, having previously driven Hasdrubal, Hannibal's brother, out of the 

Iberian Peninsula. Gaius Julius Caesar[2] (Classical Latin:  [ËˆÉ¡aË�. i. ÊŠs 

ËˆjuË�. lÉª. ÊŠs Ëˆkaj. sar],[3] July 100 BC[4] — 15 March 44 BC)[5] was a 

Roman general, statesman, Consul and notable author of Latin prose. He 

played a critical role in the events that led to the demise of the Roman 

Republic and the rise of the Roman Empire. In 60 BC, Caesar, Crassus and 

Pompey formed a political alliance that was to dominate Roman politics for 

several years. Their attempts to amass power through populist tactics were 

opposed by the conservative elite within the Roman Senate, among them 

Cato the Younger with the frequent support of Cicero. Caesar's conquest of 

Gaul, completed by 51 BC, extended Rome's territory to the English Channel 

and the Rhine. Caesar became the first Roman general to cross both when 

he built a bridge across the Rhine and conducted the first invasion of Britain. 

These achievements granted him unmatched military power and threatened 

to eclipse the standing of Pompey, who had realigned himself with the 

Senate after the death of Crassus in 53 BC. With the Gallic Wars concluded, 

the Senate ordered Caesar to lay down his military command and return to 

Rome. Caesar refused, and marked his defiance in 49 BC by crossing the 

Rubicon with a legion, leaving his province and illegally entering Roman 

territory under arms.[6] Civil war resulted, from which he emerged as the 

unrivaled leader of Rome. Augustus (Latin: Imperator Caesar Divi F. 

Augustus,[note 1] 23 September 63 BC — 19 August 14 AD) was the founder 

of the Roman Empire and its first Emperor, ruling from 27 BC until his death 

in 14 AD.[note 2]Born into an old, wealthy equestrian branch of the plebeian 

Octavii family, in 44 BC Augustus was adopted posthumously by his maternal
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great-uncle Gaius Julius Caesar following Caesar's assassination. Together 

with Mark Antony and Marcus Lepidus, he formed the Second Triumvirate to 

defeat the assassins of Caesar. Following their victory at Phillipi, the 

Triumvirate divided the Roman Republic among themselves and ruled as 

military dictators.[note 3] The Triumvirate was eventually torn apart under 

the competing ambitions of its members: Lepidus was driven into exile and 

stripped of his position, and Antony committed suicide following his defeat at

the Battle of Actium by Augustus in 31 BC. AbÅ« al-QÄ�sim Muá¸¥ammad 

ibn Ê¿Abd AllÄ�h ibn Ê¿Abd al-Muá¹á¹alib ibn HÄ�shim (Arabic: Ù…ØÙ…Ø¯ 

Ø¨Ù† Ø¹Ø¨Ø¯ Ø§Ù„ Ù„ Ù‡ Ø¨Ù† Ø¹Ø¨Ø¯ Ø§Ù„ Ù…Ø·Ù„ Ø¨ â€Ž) (c. 570 — c. 8 

June 632),[1] also transliterated as Muhammad (Arabic: Ù…ØÙ…Ø¯â€Ž), was

a religious, political, and military leader[2][3][4] from Mecca who unified 

Arabia into a single religious polity under Islam. He is believed by Muslims 

and BahÃ¡'Ãs to be a messenger and prophet of God and, by most Muslims, 

the last prophet sent by God for mankind.[5][n 1] Non-Muslims regard 

Muhammad as the founder of Islam.[6] Muslims consider him to be the 

restorer of an unaltered original monotheistic faith of Adam, Noah, Abraham,

Moses, Jesus, and other prophets.[7][8][9][10]Born in about 570 CE in the 

Arabian city of Mecca,[11][12] he was orphaned at an early age and brought 

up under the care of his uncle Abu Talib. He later worked mostly as a 

merchant, as well as a shepherd, and was first married by age 25.[13] Being 

in the habit of periodically retreating to a cave in the surrounding mountains 

for several nights of seclusion and prayer, he later reported that it was there,

at age 40,[11][14] that he received his first revelation from God. Three years

after this event Muhammad started preaching these revelations publicly, 
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proclaiming that " God is One", that complete " surrender" to Him (lit. 

islÄ�m) is the only way (dÄ« n)[n 2] acceptable to God, and that he himself 

was a prophet and messenger of God, in the same vein as other Islamic 

prophets.[15][16][17]Muhammad gained few followers early on, and was 

met with hostility from some Meccan tribes; he and his followers were 

treated harshly. 
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