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Video voyeurism is a relatively new crime that involves the use of video 

cameras in public areas to record underneath women's clothing. Recently, 

several courts have determined that this form of voyeurism is not covered 

under existing criminal statutes dealing with voyeurism. This paper 

examines current statutes relating to voyeurism to determine if these laws 

are adequate or If new legislation Is required to combat video voyeurism. 

Some of the areas covered Include: the nature of video voyeurism, 

challenges faced by law enforcement, and the challenges faced by makers 

attempting to write legislation which will clearly criminality the behavior. The

old crime of the 'Peeping Tom' has advanced, through the use oftechnology, 

to become a crime that Is so 'state of the art' that police, prosecutors, and 

legislators are having a hard time keeping pace (Pope, 1999). 

Recently, criminal voyeurs have taken advantage of the ever decreasing size

of video and photographic equipment to facilitate and expand the scope of 

their criminal actively. Today, two forms of video voyeurism have become so 

commonplace that they have received nicknames in the awe enforcement 

community: 'upsetting' and 'downsizing. ' These forms of voyeurism involve 

using a video camera in order to photograph underneath the clothing of 

women in public places. A voyeur takes a shopping bag and places a small 

video recording device inside the bag pointing upward. 

He then goes to ashopping malland waits near the bottom of an escalator. 

When a woman wearing a skirt gets on the escalator he steps on behind her. 

He sets the shopping bag down on the step underneath her skirt so the video

cording device is pointed up her skirt and turns it on. A voyeur who wants to 
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participate in 'downsizing' heads to the same mall and stands on the top 

floor looking down. When a woman wearing a revealing blouse walks by on a 

lower floor the perpetrator simply zooms in on the woman's cleavage. 

The vantage point from the upper level of the mall gives the voyeur a better 

viewpoint from which to record the breasts of the woman below. Such 

innovative invasions of privacy go far beyond that of yesterdays 'Peeping 

Tom' whose crime was generally limited to looking into sidelines, and did not

involve the making of a permanent video record. The damage Inflicted by 

perpetrators of video voyeurism goes much further in view of the ease with 

which homemade video recordings and photos can be uploaded and 

distributed via the Internet. 

A 'Google' search of the terms 'upstart' and 'downspouts' on the Internet can

return literally millions of 'hits. Voyeurism notes By chrysanthemum 
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