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Argumentative essay Death penalty The issue of whether death penalty 

should be abolished or not has been widely debated for years and there are 

a lot of different views. It is an important issue since it concerns one of the 

most fundamental human rights, which is the right to live. Death is wrong 

when a single person commits the murder, but when the decision if a person 

should be killed or not is made by the society as a unit, the act is apparently 

justified. This essay deals with the contradiction in the arguments being 

given as a support to the death penalty. It will also put forward reason for 

why this cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment should be abolished. The

death penalty is practiced in many parts of the world today. Amnesty 

International, the leading human rights non-governmental organisation, have

been working to abolish the death penalty for over the past 20 years. But 58 

countries maintain the death penalty in both law and practice, and 

thousands of people is executed annually in cold-blooded ways like stoning, 

death by deadly injection, hanging and the electric chair. These actions are 

being approved without any legitimate basis. First of all, the death penalty is 

a violation of two fundamental human rights, as laid down in Articles 3 and 5 

of Universal Declaration of Human Rights: “ The right to life" and “ The right 

not to be tortured or subject to any cruel, inhuman or degrading 

punishment". Fact is, the most successful form of torture is reportedly the 

threat of execution. From the moment you are put in death row and the 

minute up to the execution is one of the most agonizing form of 

psychological exploitation. No man or woman should endure this kind of 

torment, no matter what crime they have committed. Human rights are for 

everyone, always, and can never be forfeited. No exceptions. Furthermore, 

https://assignbuster.com/argumentative-essay-argumentative-essay-
samples-2/



 Argumentative essay – Paper Example Page 3

there is a risk that it can be inflicted on the innocent, and an execution is 

final and a life cannot be taken back. Secondly, an execution cannot work as 

any form of satisfaction for the victim’s family since an execution will not 

restore anyone’s life and the crime that first was committed by the 

perpetrator cannot be undone. As a matter a fact, many whose relatives or 

friends have been murdered, have distanced themselves from the death 

penalty. In addition, an execution causes a lot of grief and pain for the family

of the executed, while imprisonment is giving them the opportunity to stay in

contact with the confined. Thirdly, the death penalty is not a contribution to 

a safer society. Numerous of studies have shown that there is no scientific 

evidence saying that executions have a greater effect than lifetime prison 

when it comes to a decrease of serious violent crimes. Some research 

actually shows that the number of serious violent crimes is increasing 

directly after an execution. Furthermore, those who commit for an example 

premeditated murder do not think they will get busted, so it is more likely 

that the deterrent effect would be greater if the probability of getting 

arrested was higher. Obviously, the death penalty prevents the criminal from

committing more crimes. But on the other hand, you can never be sure that 

the criminal would have repeated the crime if he or she is not allowed to live.

Some studies actually show that murderers, as a group, are the least likely 

to relapse into crime after being released. In conclusion, the death penalty 

should be abolished. It is one of the cruellest treatments, which no man or 

women deserves to experience, whatever crime has been committed. 

Moreover, the executed could have been innocent, and an execution is final 

and cannot be taken back. In addition, death penalty is not a contribution to 
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a safer society. For the reasons given, noting good can come from an 

execution and therefore should the death penalty with no doubt be 

abolished. 
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