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In ancient Greece when someone committed a murder the weapon was 

destroyed because the Ancient Greeks believed that fate was decided by the

gods so the murder was not as responsible for the crime as the weapon 

itself. Instrumentality when used in reference to weapons is the hypothesis 

that the increased availability of weapons in a certain area also increases 

that areas likelihood of weapon based offences. Essentially the increased 

availability of guns increases the chances that a criminal will choose a gun as

their weapon of choice for committing crimes, not to mention this also 

increases the range of crimes this criminal can initiate. The result of this is of

course the intensification of violence, simply put more guns equals more gun

crime (Cook, 1991; Zimring & Hawkins, 1997). 

The registering of gun owners makes sense but Executive Vice president of 

the NRA Wayne LaPierre raises a good point in that it infringes not only on 

Americans right to bear arms but also on their right to privacy but that’s 

what this argument boils down to, are you going to give up your 

freedom/privacy or your guns? The question you should be asking right back 

is; why should I have to choose between them? Britain is one of the toughest

countries in the world when it comes to gun regulation. After the Dunblane 

massacre, UK law had banned all private ownership of handguns. There has 

never been a ‘ gun culture’ in Britain on par with the U. S but there were, in 

Britain 200, 000 legally registered handguns before the ban. Anyone found in

possession of illegal firearms can face up to ten years imprisonment and 

extremely heavy fines. Peter Squires claims that since the Dunblane 

massacre there has been a small but significant decline in the use of 

firearms. The figures aren’t everything but " the murder rate has fallen and 
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all the indicators are moving in the right direction." 

" Any weapon can be misused in a crime. Gun control will never be a 

complete solution to events like the mass shooting we saw in Connecticut. 

The swamp of gun use has not been fully drained and while tighter gun 

control removes risk on an incremental basis, significant numbers of 

weapons remain in Britain." 

The conclusion is although decreasing the amount of guns or banning certain

types of guns may slightly decrease the amount of gun violence, any weapon

can be used to commit violence, the root cause of violence is more important

than taking away the tools used to commit violence. 
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