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One of the renowned historical figures of America’s liberation efforts, George

Washington, continues to hold an indelible mark about leadership many 

years since his time. This is because unlike many leaders, he mastered the 

art of servant leadership that made him lead Americans into attaining self-

independence from the British colonialists. George Washington, before 

ascending to the glory of becoming the first president, had led his people 

through a devastating war of freedom. Whilst most emphasis has been put 

on the post-independence leadership of George Washington, he had begun 

providing leadership service to his troops long before ascending to 

presidency. 

As a soldier, George Washington was visionary. He realized that the 

Americans could only attain their freedom from British rule by fighting for 

autonomy. The British boosted of a well organized, coordinated and well-

equipped army. In order to defeat them, he needed to be very strategic in 

his approach towards the war. Washington realized that the United States 

was a geographically large region to conquer concurrently with his relatively 

small army. It was therefore more effective to orchestrate attacks on the 

British in an organized and coordinated manner. This strategy saw him 

successfully take over Boston, New Jersey, Princeton and Trenton during the 

initial years of the War. 

With an appointment to head the Confederation Army in 1775, a daunting 

task had been put in the hands of Washington. He was expected boost the 

morale of his troops, and mitigate the competition that emanated from his 

juniors. Washington understood that the best way to lead the army was by 

example. He fought beside his soldiers in all the battles. He celebrated in 
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their victories but also felt the pain of their defeat. In addition, there were 

challenges in balancing the interests of the different regions and isolating 

matters of the army from the politics that dominated the Congress. 

Washington embraced the spirit of cooperation as a soldier. As the head of 

the Confederation Army, he worked together with the French army in an 

attempt to capture New York from British control. This was not the first time 

he was doing so. Earlier on, he had participated in the war between the 

Indians and the French which had taken place between 1754 and 1763. In 

his position as a commander-in-chief, he showed great flexibility in his ability

to work amicably with other troops that were not under his command. 

In spite of being a soldier, Washington’s approach was not only restricted to 

combative skills. He also believed that diplomacy could be used even during 

times of war. This showed that he valued human life which could be saved by

averting a war. Washington was willing to engage in constructive dialogue. 

However, if the British were not willing to give the American people their 

self-independence, then he had no option but fight for it. Washington 

bargained for the maximum possible assistance from the French. However, 

he also ensured that the American war effort remained his top agenda so as 

to avoid France dominance in the partnership. His tactfulness and 

negotiation skills saw him win the trust and respect of the French army. 

In conclusion, Washington’s great leadership qualities did not begin with his 

ascent to presidency. It was a result of the wealth of military experience 

gained during the early liberation years. The American War of Independence 

accorded an opportunity to exercise his leadership skills at an elevated 
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position. Current and future leaders need to emulate a lot of the values that 

he represented during his time as a soldier. 

Bibliography 
Braff, P. " A Human Face for an American Hero - New York Times." The New 

York Times - Breaking News, World News & Multimedia. Last modified 

February 14, 1999. http://www. nytimes. com/1999/02/14/nyregion/a-human-

face-for-an-american-hero. html. 

Constitutional Rights Foundation. " BRIA 1 1 a What Made George 

Washington a Great Leader." Constitutional Rights Foundation. Last modified 

2014. http://www. crf-usa. org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-1-1-a-what-made-

george-washington-a-great-leader. html. 

Ellis, Joseph J. Revolutionary Summer: The Birth of American Independence. 

2013. 

Harrington, H T. " General George Washington, a Military Life." Journal of the 

American Revolution. Last modified January 11, 2013. http://allthingsliberty. 

com/2013/01/general-george-washington-a-military-life/. 

Kakutani, M. " The New York Times > Books > Books of the Times | 'His 

Excellency George Washington': Washington Minus the Myth: Ubiquitous but 

Remote." The New York Times - Breaking News, World News & Multimedia. 

Last modified October 26, 2004. http://www. nytimes. 

com/2004/10/26/books/26kaku. html? ref= georgewashington. 

Kladky, W P. " Continental Army." George Washington's Mount Vernon. Last 

modified 2014. http://www. mountvernon. 

org/educational-resources/encyclopedia/continental-army. 

https://assignbuster.com/good-george-washington-as-a-soldier-essay-
example/


	Good george washington as a soldier essay example
	Bibliography


