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Night Mother: Play Scene Analysis 

The play presents an attempt by Jessie to commit suicide, with her mother, 

Thelma, trying to intervene, but with no success. Jessie is a divorced woman 

in her late thirties, who stays with her mother, who is deceased, and has 

some medical complication, and her son, who seemed to be her only hope, 

turned out to be a thief, which really hurts her. Being epileptic, it is difficult 

for her to secure a job, which complicates her life further. Thelma takes an 

appealing approach to life, despite the challenges that persists. As such, she 

is jovial and contented with whatever she has, irrespective of the quantity or 

value attached. 

From the play, it is evident that different members of families keep things to 

themselves, while others speak them out. In this regard, when one speaks 

out her mind, she is relieved of the heavy burden in her mind, as the issue is 

discussed and a more appealing standpoint proposed. On the other hand, 

failure to speak out troubling issues does more harm than good. From the 

play, it comes out that Jessie’s mother was not used to speaking to her on 

crucial aspects of life, until on the last fatal day. The play presents the 

mother to be manipulative to a significant extent, something that is not well 

received by Jessie. On the other hand, it presents Jessie as a woman, who is 

not settled in the mind. As such, on the fateful day, Jessie asks her mother 

where the riffle is kept, and while cleaning it, tells her mother that she 

intended to commit suicide, the very same day. This gets the mother by 

surprise and she decides to restrain her daughter from the act, but is 

unsuccessful. When Jessie shots herself behind closed door, her mother says,

“ Jessie, Jessie child... Forgive me (Pause.) I thought you were mine" (Norman

1530). This clearly shows that the mother is guilty that she might have done 
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something that could have led to her daughter committing suicide. 

Memories of Jessie’s father seem to be the only consoling thing available to 

her. This is clearly outlined when she says to her mother that, “ It's 

somebody I lost, all right, it's my own self. Who I never was. Or who I tried to 

be and never got there. Somebody I waited for who never came. And never 

will"(Norman 1525). This clearly show that she feels worthless and with no 

avail to affection, and view terminating her life as the only way out of the 

unpleasant situation. This act is executed despite her continuous health 

improvement. 

Conclusively, suicide is more harmful to other people that the persons 

executing it. Anticipation of the outcome and occurrence of dramatic 

situations are important aspects of a drama, and are clearly presented in the

play. In this case, both Thelma and the audience are informed on Jessie’s 

plan to end her life, with the main question being on her mother’s capacity 

to intervene. 
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