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Shaping An Individual As A Person And as A Learner

In the education setups, curriculum designs play a crucial role in the lives of
the students. They can make or break a student. Therefore, it is important
that those curriculum designs be made by the students as the focus.
However, designing of curriculums alone is not enough to ensure fruitful
achievement of the desired ends. [Hil64]. The implementation of curriculum
calls for dedication from the teachers. A curriculum is goal focused; it is a
plan that assists a teacher to accomplish a given objective. This echoes
Grant Wiggins words that “ When you teach, you should be more goal
focused, and you cannot be a good teacher with a bad plan, and it does not

mean that having a good plan makes you a good teacher definitely” [Gral3].

In every sense, curriculum design and implementation shapes an individual
as a person and learns. It is evident that curriculum designs can have
profound influence in the lives of students and learners. It may also affect
the approach that students have towards life and how they approach life in
general. Basically, proper curriculum designs and their effective
implementation will positively impact the lives of student and learners. This
being the case, the vice versa is true.

When | was a kid, | had an experience unlike any of my classmates then.
When | was in lower primary school, Most of the mates with whom | was
schooling liked reading a lot. It was hard for me to be found studying on my
own; much of the things | was interested in related to science, especially
physical science. | loved science so much that my dream was always to be a

scientist. | liked the practical bits of almost all lessons, including the Physical
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Education lessons. | never was interested in history and such lessons which
demanded that | spend much time reading. This was due to the fact that my
teacher used science as an approach to almost all subjects, thus |
increasingly disliked non science based subjects. This was advantageous to
me since | loved the scientific approach, but was a headache to most of my
mates who did not have science related careers as their aspirations. This was
in @ way not addressing the general students whose likeliness of doing the
sciences was low.

It is stated in the profile of JSEA that

“ Jesuit’s curriculum is structured to develop disciplined habits, to stimulate
critical thinking, and to develop the skills necessary for the expression of
that thinking. The school strives to instill five characteristics in its students.
The goal is to educate our young men to be open to growth, intellectually
competent, religious, loving, and committed to doing justice.”[Jes15].

As a matter of fact, such a disposition as reflected by the curriculum
objectives was followed by my science teachers in my middle and high
school. They continuously motivated us to be more scientific in our thinking
and ask questions of any kind. As a result of their passion, they motivated
me to continually like science and scientific studies hence strengthening my
resolve to become a Scientist, my childhood dream. Thus, a curriculum can
be directed towards molding the lives of the students towards a
predetermined disposition.
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