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Comparison and Contrast Essay Everyday there are students applying to 

colleges across the world, and some even choose close to their own homes. 

Parents love the thought of saving money even when it involves education, 

because everyone knows how expensive it can be. Although students will 

leave behind the common experience most students get to enjoy while living

in a dorm during college like the activities, parties, and being able to be 

around your friends a large amount of the time. Living at home during your 

college years rather than staying in a dorm is very beneficial. It can give 

students a great amount of time to bond with their family, while living in a 

dorm gives students privacy. Students don’t have their family constantly 

calling their name to do something for them, or just intruding in on them. 

According to Kristen Graham, she states “ And you learn a lot about how to 

be an adult when your parents aren’t telling you how important it is to study 

and you find out for yourself" (12-23). Because of students living in a dorm 

without their parents it gives students more time to focus on studying, only 

most don’t take their time from what being away from home can give them 

into consideration, leaving them will a ton of homework to fulfill when the 

dead line arrives faster than expected. Being at home, parents are usually on

top of their child’s back making sure they are being successful in school, 

asking questions constantly about their child’s homework and if they are 

passing their classes. Another benefit living at home will give students, is 

being able to save money. It gives students a lower chance of putting their 

selves or their parents into dept. Everyone loves to eat; having home cooked

meals during college are always a delight, rather than spending money that 

their parents give to them to go out and eat at different restaurants 
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throughout the week. Eating out, buying groceries, paying bills, and buying 

extra things students want all involve spending money. Students who choose

to live at home are able to save money and apply it to wherever their 

expenses really add up. Living by rules can be a downfall of living in either 

location. When living at home students are capable of getting disciplined if 

they do not obey the rules their parents enforce in their household. Parents 

expect their children they raised to do their own chores and respect their 

curfew. For example Ms. P says, “ You can set your own rules when you have

your own place and aren’t mooching off our money" (1-25). Students living in

a dorm are more likely to have their own freedom, doing what they want, 

when they want. Being able to live at home makes it a lot easier for students

to stay out of trouble, and parents are there to support and help their child 

make the right decisions. Even though there are some negative points to 

consider about living at home, students will find out that living at home is 

more beneficial because it is less stressful and it helps students become 

financially stable. Work Cited 1) Graham, Kristen A. " Answering the call of 

home sweet home." Christian Science Monitor 14 Apr. 1998: B5. Academic 

Search Complete. EBSCO. Web. 28 Oct. 2011. 2) Belkin, Lisa. " Rules for a 

College Student Living at Home? - NYTimes. com." Parenting, Children and 

Parents - Motherlode Blog - NYTimes. com. Web. 28 Oct. 2011. . 
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