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Prostitution in CanadaThe subject of harlotry is something that has ever 

caused contention in Canada. Last twelvemonth the Canadian Supreme 

Court struck down major statues against harlotry which signaled a move 

toward the decriminalisation of sex work. The current Torahs struck down by 

the Court expire in December of this twelvemonth and as a consequence 

have the Harper authorities forcing to hold measure C-36 passed before the 

year’s end- a measure that aims to do harlotry illegal under the pretense of 

protecting vulnerable workers. A measure that will merely stop up forcing 

sex trade workers further out of society and closer to danger. 

This paper aims to analyse harlotry and its social relevancy through 

Durkheim’s theory of aberrance in order to explicate why Bill C-36 should be 

tabled and harlotry should be decriminalized one time and for all. For 

functionalists like Durkheim harlotry is non the immoral and forbidden 

exchange that occurs between a monster and its victim. It is merely the 

satisfaction of sexual demands that are non being properly met through 

other agencies ( Davis, 1937 ) . 

Prostitutes so serve as a signifier of sexual societal control within society 

supplying an mercantile establishment for the sexual desires, defeats and 

behaviours of work forces. Such behaviours if non released could potentially 

take to much worse results than paid sex with a accepting grownup. Some of

these defeats could be released onto unwilling victims via sexual assault. 

Kirby R. 

Cundiff in her paper Prostitution and Sex Crimes ( 2004 ) tests the really 

hypothesis of colza increasing without harlotry and found that “ if harlotry 
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were legalized in the United States, the colza rate would diminish by 

approximately 25 % ” which would be about 25 000 colzas per twelvemonth. 

Aside from the freshly passed Bill C-36 Canada’s harlotry Torahs have 

remained mostly untasted since the 19 Thursday century despite many 

constitutional challenges since the Charter of Rights and Freedoms debut in 

1982 ( ) . While harlotry has been legal in Canada with limitations on the 

activities environing it ( which reasonably good made it impossible to pattern

without being penalized ) , a move towards the modernisation of the Torahs 

seems black. On November 4, 2014 Bill C-36 passed the Senate without 

alterations. The Bill is now on path to acquire royal acquiescence before the 

terminal of the twelvemonth, run intoing the deadline set by the Supreme 

Court ( Senate base on ballss, 2014 ) . 

Soon after the Senate passed the measure, Sex Professionals of Canada 

posted a statement on its web site stating the new Torahs would neglect to 

guarantee the safety of workers by stating “ keeping criminalisation in 

topographic point will go on the stigma and societal exclusion of sex 

workers” ( 2014 ) . The site goes on to province that “ what the Supreme 

Court of Canada did was just” while “ what the Harper authorities is making 

is a Travesty” ( 2014 ) . Prostitutes are 60-120 more likely to be murdered 

than the general public harmonizing to the Canadian Fact book on Global 

Sexual Exploitation. This is a direct consequence of the marginalisation they 

face due to the criminalisation of their professionThe measure makes “ the 

purchase of sexual services a condemnable discourtesy, every bit good as 

criminalizes the activity of 3rd parties who financially benefit from the 

development of others through prostitution” ( Senate base on ballss, 2014 ) .
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Basically, the measure criminalizes harlotry with the hope of eventual 

obliteration even though it has been proven clip and clip once more that dry 

attacks to harlotry are unsuccessful. Policy shapers should look to the 

failures of prohibition as an illustration of what non to make when go 

throughing statute law. Prohibition fails as a policy for many grounds but the 

chief one appears to be the fact that prohibition merely creates discourtesy 

for the jurisprudence ( McWilliams, 1996 ) . A great quotation mark by 

Abraham Lincoln captures the absurdity of prohibition: “ Prohibition goes 

beyond the bounds of ground in that it attempts to command a man’s 

appetency by statute law and makes offenses out of things that are non 

crimes” . 

Although Lincoln was mentioning to alcohol prohibition the statement can be

applied to harlotry because legislative organic structures are still trying to 

command the appetencies of people- their sexual appetencies. Arguments 

against the decriminalisation of harlotry are frequently based in issues of 

morality than empirical grounds. For illustration, Cecilia Hoffman the 

Secretary of the Coalition against Trafficking in Women wrote in her paper “ 

SEX: From Human Intimacy to ‘ Sexual Labor’” , that harlotry “ violates the 

right to physical and moral integrity” ( 1997 ) . If statute law is to be passed 

based on constructs of morality than popular morality is to be taken into 

account- non merely personal sentiments. In Canada for case popular 

sentiments of morality would propose that Torahs be geared toward the 

decriminalisation of harlotry, since a 2009 online Angus Reid study found 

that 42 % of Canadians felt harlotry was morally acceptable and 60 % of all 

respondents supported leting indoor sex work- regardless of morality. 
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This same canvass showed that 50 % of Canadians supported 

decriminalisation while merely 25 % supported prohibition ( Angus Reid, 

2009 ) . Strange how statute law gets passed on a point of view held by 

merely one half of the sum of people who support decriminalisation. On a 

more distressing and relevant note the Toronto Star has leaked the 

consequences of a $ 175, 000 canvass on harlotry that the Conservative 

authorities has been seeking so urgently to conceal until good after the 

passing of Bill C-36 ( Secret Poll, 2014 ) . 

It is made clear by the consequences of the Ipsos Reid study why the 

Conservatives were maintaining it hidden until after the Committee hearings 

on the measure finished- they misled the Committee. They suggested in 

their presentation of the Bill that Canadians were “ overwhelmingly opposed 

to prostitution” , when in fact people were split on the issue ( Secret Poll, 

2014 ) . Additionally, focal point groups were held across the state that 

provided more insight ( Secret Poll, 2014 ) . These groups showed bulk of 

Canadians are disquieted about driving sex work farther belowground and 

seting workers at greater hazard if the Conservatives move frontward with 

criminalisation ( Secret Poll, 2014 ) . 

The Harper authorities intentionally misled senate in order to go through a 

measure that supported their ain ideologies- concealing the consequences of

a national survey every bit good as concentrating merely on the statistics 

that supported their ain beliefs is non merely unethical but should besides be

a bigger concern to Canadians than the sex lives of accepting grownups. 

Durkheim’s constructs of aberrance work to explicate why harlotry is 
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necessary in order to keep society. Harmonizing to Durkheim, “ deviance is 

an built-in portion of all societies” that is “ normal to all healthy operation 

societies” ( 1895 ) ; a aberrance free or Utopian society will ne’er be possible

because people are far excessively different in their values, norms and 

beliefs. An action that is deemed aberrant by one group can be the norm for 

another group. Durkheim outlines four specific maps that aberrance fulfills 

( 1895 ) . First, aberrance is an avowal of cultural norms and values because 

it allows for people to larn the difference between what is considered 

acceptable and unacceptable behaviour ( Durkheim, 1895 ) . Second, 

aberrance provides a elucidation of right and incorrect for people based on 

how it is responded to ( Durkheim, 1895 ) . Third, aberrance unifies people in

society because responses to deviance can convey people closer together 

( Durkheim, 1895 ) . 

Finally, aberrance can advance societal alteration because it can promote a 

consideration of alternate norms and values ( Durkheim, 1895 ) . 
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