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In the following paragraphs, I’m going to talk on Augustus of primaporta. On how the statue is portrayed, what it symbolizes and the details. Gaius Octavius, popularly known as Augustus, which means, ” The illustrious one”. He was born in september 23, 63 BC. 
Augustus was described to be ambitious, intelligent, a man who can be cruel but also wise and fair. Cruel because he killed anyone who posed a threat to him. It is possible that he showed no mercy to enemies after Caesar’s assassination was committed by people that he had spared. He also killed the 17 year old Caesarian. He was also wise and fair. During his rule, Rome transformed into stable and prosperous empire. One of the most important statues of Emperor Augustus, the Augustus of Primaporta is certainly one of the best preserved portraits we have of him today. 
He was the first emperor. It was discovered 20 April 1863. It was found in the villa of Livia in Prima Porta. It is 7 ft. (2. 08 m.) tall. The statue is all complete but it has a few breaks. 
This statue was built in the name of Roman victory over the parthians. He is in a suit of armor but is not wearing any shoes or a helmet. The sculpture is now displayed in the Braccio Nuovo of the Vatican Museums. 
Augustus ruled for 40 years. His arm is outstretched and raised to give orders to his troops. This symbolises powerful leadership. The message is clear, he is a confident leader. On the side of Augustus’ foot is baby cupid riding on a dolphin. 
(Cupid is the Roman god of desire, erotic love, attraction and affection. He is often portrayed as the son of the love goddess Venus and the war god Mars. He is also known in Latin as Amor.) The dolphin is meant to represent Augustus naval victories and the cupid is meant to symbolize that he is descended from the gods. In the Roman mythology, Cupid is always depicted winged putto(a figure in a work of art that is depicted as a chubby male child, usually nude). The entire statue is well detailed which make the statue seems more real. 
The breastplate of his suit of armor is very detailed with small angels and gods on the front and many details in the cloth that he’s carrying in one hand that makes the clothing drape down as if it were real. The angles and Gods on his armor also symbolizes that they were on his side and protecting him. Remains of the Polychromy are still visible. Most of them vanished due to cleansing tasks. There’s a lot of well detailing in the statue. His legs and arms have muscles everywhere. 
The face renders a youthful emperor, even though the statue was constructed when Augustus was about forty years of age. The face is smoothed and idealized, and his hair is capped with what is called the Primaporta hairstyle. The layers of the hair are arranged in comma-shaped locks across the forehead. Although his face does not show any expressions. The breastplate is covered with figures and is a complex of Augustan and Tiberian propaganda. It commemorates Augustus’ victory over the Parthians in 20 B. C. The breastplate also depicts the roman Gods. 
The gods on the breastplate suggests that Augustus’ victory has a cosmic favor. Augustus is not portrayed as a god. He wears no crown of solar rays like Alexander the Great. Indeed, throughout his reign, Augustus repeatedly refused to be deified or even named dictator. He was only a powerful empire. But a few people believe that Augustus’ came from the gods. They think so because Cupid is next to him and also the angels and gods on his armor. 
His achievements in power; He conquered many new european lands. He was also able to negotiate a temporary peace with the the parthians who had been at war with Romans for many years. He also created institutionalised police and firefighting force. He strictly followed his own laws and even punished his daughter for adultery. There were many construction projects on his name. 
Including the temple of Caesar, Baths of Agrippa, Forum of Augustus etc. He also built or restored 82 temples in a year. He also changed the 8th month of the year to August. There are many theories of his death. One that he died from a natural cause. Second, his wife, Livia poisoned him. Third, Suicide. 
The statue is also probably a copy of a colossal bronze statue located at the top of the mausoleum of augustus. I personally think that it was also built to have a major propaganda. This was for the people to not worry about Augustus new powers and peace are good thing as he was the first emperor. There are numerous depiction of Augustus, as armed general, hooded high priest, on horseback, heroic nude warrior, imitating jupiter or mars etc. Merges of classical greek idealism and roman naturalism, we can tell how Augustus looks like. 
If you compare it with the greek art, there are a lot of similarities in the body structure. As it’s said, Roman art is influenced from greek art. Augustus was one of the most powerful man. 
He never took advantage of that. That makes him one of the best rulers. He never killed anyone in anger or for fun. He killed only for political reasons. From his actions, we can say that, he can be brutal, but not a psychopath. 
He was a strong and capable leader. He cared little for luxury. I have a positive opinion on Augustus. I believe he was a great man who made a tremendous impact. 
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