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The paper “ How Geography Affects the US Border Security" is a meaningful 

version of a literature review on politics. Among others, Heyman and 

Ackleson (2008) cite that security has remained a key issue for the people of

the United States and the government at large since 9/11, following the 

terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center. Fouberg, Murphy, and Blij (2009)

note that prior to the September 11, 2000 attacks, the U. S. border patrols 

focused mainly on human smuggling and drug trafficking with less attention 

being given to asylum seekers, legal and illegal immigrants that enter the U. 

S. through its borders. Nevertheless, the Office of the National Drug Policy 

(1999) reports that, since the attack, the federal government of the United 

States has had to rethink and establish stringent rules and policies aimed at 

making the U. S. borders secure. This paper will discuss the level to which 

geography affects U. S. border security. 

America is geographically found in North America and shares physical 

borders with Mexico and Canada, (Haddal, 2010). At the same time, the U. S.

also shares reasonable water boundaries with a number of countries such as 

the United Kingdom, the Republic of Dominica, Samoa, Bahamas, Russia, 

and Northern Mariana (Coleman, 2007). In this regard, it becomes evident 

that geography affects America’s border security by making it easier to cross

thereby allowing for illegal crossing into the country, which poses security 

threats. At the same time, geography can also affect the U. S. border 

security by making certain borders difficult to cross as has been evident after

the 9/11 terrorist attacks, notes Passel (2005). 

For example, Ordonez (2008) noted that the U. S. has been grappling with 
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the issue of illegal immigrants in the country for several years now. This is 

because the illegal immigrants have been finding it easier to cross the U. S. 

through its borders particularly from Mexico and Canada while others find 

their way into the country via the Sea through the U. S. ports (the United 

States General Accounting Office, 1994). Data released by the Office of 

Justice Programs (2005) showed that about 11 million illegal immigrants 

crossed into the United States in 2008. Of all the illegal immigrants that 

crossed into the United States, 56% were reported to come from Mexico, 

22% from Latin America, 13% from Asia, while the remainder from Canada, 

Europe and Africa (Kyl, 2004). Illegal immigration occurs due to geographical

proximity between the U. S. and these countries. 

Hitz and Weiss (2004) argue that the illegal immigrants that enter the U. S. 

through the borders pose a serious security threat to the United States. This 

is because some of them smuggle guns and other weapons that threaten the

security of the country according to Bill (1999). It is for these reasons that 

the federal government has enacted strict laws regarding immigration by 

tightening its border and visa acquisition rules for those intending to come 

into the U. S. according to Flynn (2002). The border entry rules have become

tighter following the 9/11. As such, the U. S. government through its Border 

Patrol officers and the Homeland Security personnel ensures that nobody is 

allowed into the country illegally with the aim of ensuring that the U. S. 

remains secure from the threat of attacks as was witnessed in 9/11, 2001 

according to Wayne (2004). 

Geography has also made it easy for drug traffickers to enter into the U. S. 
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easily according to the Office of Homeland Security (2002). This is despite 

the fact that there have always been the Border Patrol officers charged with 

the responsibility of preventing narcotics, smugglers, aliens, and other 

contrabands from finding entry into the United States according to 

Fernandez (2013). Drug traffickers have mainly been finding their way into 

the U. S. from the U. S. border with Mexico (Dunn, 2006). Others also use the

sea as their point of entry into the country as noted by Menjivar (2012). 

However, the report also indicates that some drug cartels from the U. S. 

work with the Border Patrol officers thereby allowing drugs illegal drugs such 

as marijuana, narcotic and heroin among others into the country (Bonner, 

2004). Aguilar (2005) notes that the U. S. federal government through 

Homeland Security has tightened border patrol rules that make it hard from 

drug traffickers and cartels to find their way into the country through the 

borders. 

Recommendations 

The freedom of movement is enshrined in the U. S. Constitution, granting 

people the right to travel. Nevertheless, the right must have a limit in order 

to ensure that the borders remain secure. Therefore, to balance the right 

travel and secure border, the government must ensure that there are 

effective laws that guide the limit within which the right can be accessed. In 

addition, the government through the department of immigration and 

Homeland Security must ensure that only authorized people are allowed 

access through the U. S. borders into the country as this will prevent people 

who can put the country’s security at risk from entering the U. S. 
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