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The novel of Huckleberry Finn should/should not be taught in schools 

because of its use of the “ N” word, Huck’s sense of morality, and Huck and 

Tom’s treatment of Jim. People say Huckleberry Finn is one of the greatest 

novels when it was written, and it is still one of the greatest novels today. It 

teaches people a variety of things; some of those things being good, and 

other things being not so good. People debate whether Huckleberry Finn 

should or should not be taught in school for many different reasons. All of 

these reasons could be taken in the wrong way, if you do not understand the

reading very well. 

The main reason Huckleberry Finn should not be taught in schools is because

of its use of the “ N” word. The “ N” word can be very offensive to some 

people, especially people of that race. Our school is one of those schools that

the people would rather not use the “ N” word because we are not 

comfortable saying it. If Huck Finn was taught in schools, especially in 

younger grades, people might begin to use the “ N” word incorrectly. Even if 

Jim was referred to as something else such as slave, the story would not 

have the same effect to some students and adults who would want to read it.

Huck was raised back when whites were taught that they were superior to 

blacks. If Huckleberry Finn was still taught in schools, it could give some 

students ideas that it is alright to treat people that way. Also when Huck was 

younger, he was taught that blacks didn’t have feelings, or if they did, they 

could not feel the same way as whites do. Even though that is not true, some

students reading this book in school might not understand the concept that 

all races are equal to each other. The last reason why Huck Finn should not 

be taught in school is because of Huck and Tom’s treatment of Jim. 
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Huck and Tom, although they are just trying to have adventures, do not 

realize how they are treating Jim. Even though, Jim has escaped from 

slavery, they treat him like he could be a slave yet. This is not correct 

because blacks are very much equal to whites, and they should be treated 

like this too. Some people might not understand that Tom and Huck were 

only doing this because this is what they learned from their parents and this 

was how they were raised. There is nothing wrong with Huckleberry Finn 

being taught in schools, but if it is going to be read in school, the teacher 

would need to spend at least a day explaining why all of these things 

happen. The teacher would also have to explain that it is not correct to do 

any of these things because everyone is equal, no matter what race you are. 

So it alright if the novel is taught in school, but the students needs to be 

taught these things first. In saying all of this, Huck Finn should not be taught 

in schools. It does have some good meanings behind it, but some people in 

school might only look at the bad side of the book rather than the good side, 

and learning new things that they should not be learning. If you want to read

the book and you are still in school, you can go right ahead, but you must 

also keep in mind that Huck Finn was written during the Civil War, a time 

period where whites thought they were superior to blacks, and that blacks 

could not have the same feelings as whites. 
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