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Personal ment Ever since I was a child, my home and family have always been important aspects of my life, especially as I have increasingly learned about the worth of support and love in the face of new experiences. It is for this reason that I am trying to transfer to a college that brings me closer to home, and this is not because I am homesick. I have made new friends at my current university, Temple University, and the work there has not been overwhelming. My first semester at Temple University was one of transition, as is the case with most freshmen in college. Making decisions on such important issues as course selection and efficient use of time has been done with assistance from college advisers, at a distance from cues and support systems from my family. While being at Temple University has developed in me a greater sense of my abilities and myself socially and academically, I feel that a change is needed to bring me closer to home. I believe that this distance from home may have contributed to failing my classes at Temple University, despite having good high school grades with a GPA of 3. 6 and a SAT score of 1930. 
My first semester was not satisfactory and, during spring break, I took time to re-evaluate what went wrong during the semester. Family and peers play a critical role in the learning and development of the individual. The friends I grew up with in high school were creative, bright, and competitive, which made for interesting and spontaneous opinions and discussions on almost every topic. At Temple University, the seminar formats and small class size have presented me with a wonderful setting in which to learn. The professors, who are highly motivated, have encouraged participation, and this has been one of my highlights at the university. However, I have found the student interaction level to be unsatisfactory, especially with regard to limited classroom topics, which has left me feeling insufficiently challenged by my peers. Indeed, at this moment, I feel that I chose to enter Temple University for the wrong reason because I followed my best friend who also joined the university. However, after he left to move back home after only one month, I felt that I had made a mistake in enrolling at Temple University. In my first semester at the university, I have come to the realization that family and community play a pivotal role in growth, learning, and development. It is for this reason that I would like to move to a university that is closer to home and my family. 
Based on the conversations that I have had with students from SUNT Old Westbury, it is my understanding that the university is a unique environment in which to learn and live, especially with many renowned professors teaching at the undergraduate level. I have also been impressed by the manner in which SUNY Old Westbury approaches its role in developing and influencing the lives of its students. Furthermore, the aspects and structure of the university’s residential colleges are perfect for fostering and forming relationships. I would like to return “ home” for my undergraduate studies in order to reunite with my family and friends who go to the university. I believe that the bonds that are formed among the diverse group of students in your residential colleges are essential for creating an optimal intellectual and social atmosphere for growth. Currently, I am working as a dental assistant to repay my parents for the money they have spent at Temple University. 
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