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BOMBING IRAN One of the biggest threats to world peace today is the Iranian nuclear program. The American military must take action to stop this threat from materializing. Everyone believes that the Middle East peace process is one of the hinges of international politics in today's world. It is true that Iran is one of the major players in the process, even if its leaders have been marginalized by the United States and Israel and its rhetoric is often hostile to both. The truth is that over the last ten years, Iran's foreign policy has shifted from one of relative mildness under Mohammed Khatami, to one that is very destructive under Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who has a very different background than his predecessors (Gold, 203). It is true that in today's world the Iranian government was “ Feeling its oats.” The government is looking for a way for Iran to gain more influence in the region. That is one of the reasons they were pursuing a nuclear program. At the same time they were also pursuing partnerships with both Syria and Hezbollah in Lebanon which has allowed them to further hem Israel into its corner. They wanted to have more influence and impact on the countries in the region. The truth is that because the American invasion of Iraq left a power vacuum in the region, the Iranians have been able to capitalize on it and gain more influence in Iraq. In a sense, Iranian interests have been served, but so have American ones. This has encouraged them and given them confidence as they pursue the expansion of their belligerent programs. They must be stopped. The United States must not allow this aggression to stand. At risk is their relationship with their ally Israel. Israel is under direct threat from Iran whose leaders have many times threatened to destroy them (The Economist). The truth is that the U. S. Can only take Iran at its word. Just like with Germany in the 1930s, retaking the Rhineland, aggression against the international order must be met with force. Years of diplomacy has failed thus far to accomplish anything. The world knows that Iran has been lying and stalling for many years, and that they expect to get away with it. American should take action and fly several air missions to destroy suspected sites and damage Iran's air defences. Now that many American soldiers have left Iraq and there is a fairly stable government there, there are less targets for Iran to seek retribution against should an American attack be launched. The time is right. If the international community waits any longer the result will be hard to predict. Iran may have developed enough of a weapons program to be unstoppable. The clock is definitely ticking. War in an imperfect solution to the problems of the world. But sometimes it is the only available one or the least bad option. International politics is driven by states' self-interest and sometimes violence is the only way to prove to them that their current actions are not actually in their own interests. Works consulted Said Amir Arjomand. (2009). After Khomeini: Iran under his successors. Oxford: OUP. Sasan Fayazmanesh. (2008). The United States and Iran: sanctions, wars and the policy of dual containment. New York: Routledge.   Dore Gold. (2009). The Rise of Nuclear Iran: How Tehran Defies the West. New York: Regnery Publishing The Economist. (2010, Aug. 16). “ Why Israel is obsessed with Iran.” http://www. economist. com/blogs/democracyinamerica/2010/08/bombing_iran 
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