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Do you ever think what if things were different, what if the government 

limited and censored things like books or movies? Well in the book 

Fahrenheit 451 thats what is happening, books are being burned and things 

are censored. Censorship as is pointed out in this book can limite ideas. It 

can lead to unhappy people, censorship takes away thoughts and ideas, and 

leads to people rejecting what they don’t understand all of which happen in 

this book. 

So this essay will tell you how censorship limits ideas. The first topic is 

censorship can lead to unhappy people.” I don’t know. We have everything 

we need to be happy, but we aren’t happy. Something’s missing. 

I looked around. The only thing I positively knew was gone was the books I’d 

burned in ten or twelve years. So I thought books might help” (bradbury) 

because of the censorship people might have the things they need but they 

don’t have the thoughts and feelings they need to be happy. When montag 

meets clarisse in the beginning of the book she asks him one thing before 

she goes home which was if montag was happy. At first he thinks yes im 

happy but as the night goes on he knows that he is not. mildred does not 

come out and say she is unhappy but her actions say that she really is not 

happy. 

She overdoses on sleeping pills which is a sure sign of her unhappiness. so 

as you can see censorship can make people unhappy, sad and even a bit 

lonly. Next part is that censorship takes aways thoughts and ideas. “ Let you 

alone! That’s all very well, but how can I leave myself alone? We need not to 

be let alone. We need to be really bothered once in a while. How long is it 
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since you were really bothered? About something important, about 

something real?”(bradbury) in this story everyone seems to care about 

things and worry about things that don’t really matter. 

People are not talking or bothered with anything really important. people 

don’t pay attention to it but thats what is going on.” It’s not books you need, 

it’s some of the things that once were in books. The same things could be in 

the ‘ parlor families’ today. The same infinite detail and awareness could be 

projected through the radios, and televisors, but are not. No, no it’s not 

books at all you’re looking for! Take it where you can find it, in old 

phonograph records, old motion pictures, and in old friends; look for it in 

nature and look for it in yourself. 

Books were only one type or receptacle where we stored a lot of things we 

were afraid we might forget. There is nothing magical in them at all. The 

magic is only in what books say, how they stitched the patches of the 

universe together into one garment for us”(bradbury) this shows that the 

ideas and thoughts that are in the books are being censored throughout 

every thing they try to get the ideas and feelings to be gone and for the 

most part they are all gone. They don’t just take away and burn books but 

take out the ideas in them that could be on tv or a radio.” There must be 

something in books, something we can’t imagine, to make a woman stay in a

burning house; there must be something there. You don’t stay for nothing. 

” (bradbury) there is something that the people who have the books want to 

protect and the government and whoever is censoring is trying to get rid of 

and what it is is important since someone was going to die because she 
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believed its important but the thoughts that they had in them where not 

wanted and so they burned and got rid of whatever had the thoughts in 

them. The last point in this essay is that because of censorship people just 

reject what they dont understand.” A book is a loaded gun in the house next 

door. Burn it. Take the shot from the weapon. 

Breach man’s mind. Who knows who might be the target of the well-read 

man?” (bradbury) they were more scared and feared the thoughts brought in

books so they burned the books.” There must be something in books, 

something we can’t imagine, to make a woman stay in a burning house; 

there must be something there. You don’t stay for nothing.”(bradbury) there 

is something that the people who have the books want to protect and the 

government and whoever is censoring is trying to get rid of. What it is is 

important since someone was going to die because she believed its 

important but the thoughts that they had in them where not wanted and so 

they burned and got rid of whatever had the thoughts in them. 

“ We can’t burn these. I want to look at them, at least once”(bradbury) 

because of the law he has to burn books but he wants to look at them and 

understand them. So censorship makes it to where people just reject what 

they dont understand. They didn’t understand clarisse so they called her anti

social and didn’t care when she died. So as you can see censorship can limit 

ideas which is the theme of the story Fahrenheit 451. 

Censorship can make people unhappy, can take away thoughts and ideas 

and can make us reject what we don’t understand. Instead of people being 

happy and free thinking, people just don’t care about much and stop paying 
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attention to things that are important. Censorship takes the ideas they don’t 

want or accept and makes them all go away which truly limits ideas. There is

more to the everyday things in our lives there is more to books than just a 

story. this story shows us a live of censorship and shows how sad it really 

would be. 

So, books and the ideas in them are important and if fully gone like in the 

story we could lose the ideas in them not just the stories they tell. 
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