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NATIVE AMERICANS IN US SINCE 1865 2 Introduction 
The destiny of Native Americans is one of the most dramatic pages in the US history. Though being aboriginal inhabitants of these lands, for many decades they were forced to struggle for the ability to live and exist here equally with those who came much later: “ I see men of my own race treated as outlaws and driven from country to country, or shot down like animals... We only ask an even chance to live as other men live. We ask to be recognized as men. We ask that the same law shall work alike on all men... Let me be a free man, free to travel... free to follow the religion of my fathers, free to talk, think... and I will obey every law or submit to the penalty” (Chief Joseph, 1879). In search of new lands and natural resources, such as gold, “ new” Americans invaded the territories settled by Indians which caused endless wars and isolation of the latter. Nevertheless, if in 19th century the Indian-American interaction was largely armed and conflict in nature, 20th century has brought new perspectives and possibilities to make it smoother and more legal, moving from the battles on the fields to activities in the official organizations. 
In this paper we aim to discuss six main events in the history of Native Americans, how they evolved since 1867 till now, and their role and impact in the US society in general. We believe that the most significant events were the Great Sioux War (1876 – 1877) as it marked the end of long-lasting military struggle between Indians and “ white” Americans; 2) Dawes Severalty Act (1887) according to which it was planned to destroy the tribal system of Native Americans with its community ownership by giving every Indian a piece of private land (160 acres) and “ further encourage Indians to dissociate themselves from the reservation system and to assimilate into white society (Fritz, 2005); 3) “ Ghost Dance” of Wowoka (1890) who called Indian people for return to their native culture and way of life; 4) Indian Reorganization Act (1934) as it reversed Dawes Act and returned self-administration on the tribal basis to the Native Americans; 5) foundation of National Congress of American Indians (1944) that stood against the termination and assimilation policies pursued by the US government in reference to Indian authorities disregarding their treaty rights and sovereign status; 6) American Indian Movement (1968) which emerged to protect Native Americans indigenous rights and interests and “ to free Indian people throughout the Americas from white man’s oppression and racism so as to create free Indianstates that reflect self determination of free peoples” (Founding Documents of AIM, 1976). 
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