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During the period lasting from 1917 up until 1924, Lenin remained leader of 

Russia through the Bolshevik party. During this time he made many 

decisions that could either be described as being reflective of a good or bad 

leader. This essay will look at to what extent Lenin was a good leader and 

whether his actions reflected this. In many ways, the actions of Lenin could 

suggest that he was a bad leader although in a purely Marxist sense. This is 

because in 1917 when he had achieved power, he made many promises to 

the people about “ what is to be done” and these policies reflected the 

thinking of a Marxist leader. The policy of ‘ War communism’ adopted during 

the civil war certainly reflected a Marxist leader in which he put severe 

pressure upon the peasants in the name of the common good of the 

proletariat. This policy however, was promptly dropped at the end of the war 

in favour of a more capitalist approach. 

This was the adoption of the ‘ New Economic Policy’, which was essentially 

capitalist and went against Marxist views. Therefore this is evidence to 

suggest that he was not a good Marxist leader although his actions may 

have reflected those of a good leader. I believe the latter to be the case. Yes,

one may argue that his switching of views and failure to remain true to a 

fixed set of principles was a case of bad leadership, but I think it highlights 

Lenin’s ability to adapt to the new situations that Russia was facing. In a 

sense, he was a political chameleon, adapting his views to suit the situation. 

In context with the times, I believe this to be an example of good leadership 

as he was doing all in is power to ‘ drag’ Russia out of a pitiful state and into 

the modern world that other nations had found. 
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If he is guilty of this, then what a leader he was. Further example of his 

fantastic leadership comes from the fact he was such a political chameleon. 

His actions sparked intense opposition from many, even people from his own

party. Yet, in style that is only truly reflected by a great leader, he continued 

to grip on to power. Although some suggest he came to power only by 

default, due to the fact his political opponents all failed the people in some 

way, one cannot refute the fact that he had a strong part to play in the 

people’s eventual dislike of his political enemies in 1917. This was through 

the careful use of propaganda slogans such as “ peace, land, bread”. These 

modifications to his views enabled him to gain popularity. 

However, once they were in charge, they were still not the most favoured 

party. Only a good leader would be able to remedy this. After all of the 

revolution of October, they still managed only to win one quarter of the vote 

in the elections to the Constituent Assembly. Consequently, the Assembly 

and all hope for a parliamentary republic were removed, in return for a ‘ 

purer’ form of democracy through the Soviets. Under the new Soviet 

constitution, all other political parties, no matter how allied they were to the 

Bolsheviks, were banned, and censorship, the secret police, and the death 

sentence were all reintroduced. In just seven years, 200, 000 people were 

executed, as well as 50, 000 people being set to the Gulags, compared to 17,

000 people over 50 years under Tsarist rule. It was clear that Lenin sought to

drive Russians into Communism ‘ with guns’, and once commented “ You 

can’t make an omelette without breaking eggs.” 

Although brutal in his methods of retaining power, notably from his secret 

police force the cheka, he still hung on to power. Lenin was also a fantastic 
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tactician in national affairs. The Brest-Litovsk treaty with Germany sealed 

their safety in World War 1 despite losing much land. However, he made the 

treaty on a gamble that Germany would lose the war and Russia would get 

it’s land back. It paid off. One may suggest that this risky gamble was not 

wise and therefore makes Lenin a bad leader. Yet, the simple fact remains 

that it did work and Russia could only reap the rewards. Through all the flaws

that Lenin possessed, most notably arrogance, he did make Russia a better 

place economically, even though it was difficult getting there. On this alone 

he must be rated a great leader. Had he not have been so great and adapted

his views and methods so much, he may not have been successful. He used 

the time-proven method of trial and error. He succeeded where all others 

had failed. He may not have been a good Marxist leader, but this was not the

question at hand. To what extent was Lenin a good leader? He was a prime 

example of one. 
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