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In Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller, Wily Loan is a classic American man 

who is in pursuit of a dream, but this dream is what gets him caught in the 

tines of fate and suffers at the hands of his own self made end. An unstable 

mind leads to irrational thinking and on to irrational behavior in this novel. 

Yet although he strives for this American dream, he still cannot reach his 

goals, nor provide for his family. Wily Loan has a gift; he lies to his loved 

ones including himself, and tries for gold and fails. 

Wily Loan is often overlooked as just a failure, he didn’t make much money, 

and in the end he took his own life. However there IS more to this man than 

can ever be completely discussed. This man is a great man, who in many 

ways flies above the rest. He has two gifts, one gift is that he is good at 

working with his hands, a gift that he never realizes, and another one, he IS 

good at selling people words and ideas, like with his sons in high school, and 

his wife. The problem is that he uses his way with words to lie about his 

inadequacy as a salesman. He man who makes an appearance in the 

business world, the man who creates a personal interest, is the man who 

gets ahead. Be liked and you will never want” (Miller 21 That is the problem, 

he is more concerned with using his way with words to sell the idea of his 

dream to his sons that he forgets that it is a useful strategy to sell products 

to customers. Although Wily may have gifts, he does have many flaws, his 

flaw is that he spent his life lying to himself and loved ones. He tells his wife 

that he makes more money than he goes, embellishes stories to his sons, 

and fills them with hot air. 

He tells his sons that they look like Adonis. He spends more time 

constructing a web of lies about his life than trying to be real with people and
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use his gifts to construct a life where he can make a living. Ben, that funeral 

will be massive! They’ll come from Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont, New 

Hampshire! All the old-timers with the strange license plates that boy will be 

thunderstruck, Ben, because he never realized I am known! Rhode Island, 

New York, New Jersey I am known, Ben, and he’ll see it with his eyes once 

and for all (Miller 100). 

When Wily has made the decision to end his life, he is still lying to himself, 

he is still embellishing his life to make it seem better, lying takes to a new 

level when it is self deceit. Lies are one of Will’s greatest flaws, yet a great 

flaw suits a great man. Wily Loan is said to be the American dreamer, he can

dream, but he never succeeds in meeting his goals. “ you can’t eat the 

orange and throw the peel away a man is not a piece of 61-62). Wily has 

become selves, like the peel of an orange; he is used up and done. 

Here, Wily suggests that you cannot just use up a man and get rid Of him 

when he is Of no use “ He’s a man way out there in the blue, riding on a 

smile and a shoeshine. (Miller 111). Wily was a dreamer, there is no doubt 

about that, or his good intentions, everything about him said that, it said 

ambition, but his ambition was fed by false versions of the truth, or Willis 

truth, which was far from reality, even when he failed he could not see it. 

That is that led to the tragedy, his lies got unraveled, and his life fell apart. 
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