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Esther Zamora Stephanie Rohrbaugh English 100 2 December 2012 To 

Grandmother’s House We Go When I was little, my family didn’t take many 

vacations. In fact, we never took a real vacation. Since my family was 

composed of 9 children and my parents, we didn’t have extra money for that

sort of thing. For us, our getaways were visits to my grandparents’ house for 

special occasions like weddings or anniversary celebrations - family reunion 

kinds of events. It was always a big deal and there was a lot of excitement 

building up to the trip. I was crazy about my grandmother. I could hardly wait

to see her. We only lived 4 hours away from her house but as a child it 

seemed like it was much further. My dad would always have us leave in the 

evenings because that way we could drive ‘ all night’ and the car would be 

quiet since all of us kids would fall asleep and he could drive in peace. I loved

those quiet hours on the road. Since we were a big family, that silence was 

golden. I would just stare out the window and feel the quiet. I would be real 

still and pretend to be asleep so I could listen to my parents talk about things

they wouldn’t normally talk about. I remember feeling the exhilaration of 

getting privileged information. I can’t remember anything they talked about 

now. It was probably some sort of gossip about their friends or what to 

expect when we got to my grandma’s house. I’m sure it was the small talk of

a husband and wife on a long drive. It was a very soothing and peaceful 

time. The cities seemed so exciting at night because at night a city is all lit 

up, like a Christmas tree and to me, a young girl of 10 or 11, it seemed 

beautiful and special. I would look at people’s houses with the people in 

them, with their lights on and their living going on or lights out and them all 

asleep and I would imagine what their lives must be like living in the city. I 
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would imagine what I would be doing if I were them. In spite of my fierce 

efforts, I would be lulled to sleep by the quiet in the car and hum of the 

engine. I didn’t mind because that would mean the ride would be over 

sooner and I would wake up and be at my grandmother’s house. The 

highlight of the trip would be a stop at McDonalds. That was a special treat. 

We did not go out to eat when we were home, period. There was no money 

for that. On the road, my dad was generous. To this day, I still love 

McDonalds and when I want to treat myself, that is where I go. I still love 

road trips and now they are the sort of vacations I plan for myself. But, I miss

my grandmother. 
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