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Hamlet synthesis questions. Below are a list of questions we will be 

discussing next week (depending on your class day). You will be assigned 

one questions will serve both as a quiz grade AND a basis for our class 

discussion. This assignment has two parts: 1. A brief research portion, where 

you will paraphrase a critic’s point 2. Your own pollen of the question with at 

least 5 quotes to back up your position. Remember, we are going to look at 

the entire play? your response should Include a discussion of this. 

Your grade will be all based on your ORAL response; however, you deed to 

turn in your outline to the question which should contain a paragraph 

paraphrase of the website consulted. Please cite this in proper MEAL format. 

Please fill out the answer sheet to serve as an outline for your discussion. 1 . 

Explore the character of Fortifiers, the prince. Was his claim on the throne 

justified? What is his purpose in the play? You should explore the “ Fortifiers’ 

claim” section of this website: http://elisions. USC. Deed/Demeanor. HTML 2. 

What drove Aphelia crazy? 

How did Shakespeare use her character to further his purpose? Explore the “

Aphelia” section of this website: http://elisions. USC. Deed/Demeanor. HTML 

3. What Is Hortatory purpose In the play? Find an article/critical 

Interpretation that deals with this. Then, decide for yourself. 4. Who spies on 

whom In this play? Why? What Is Shakespearean purpose In using this motif?

5. Marvelous famously declares that “ something is rotten in the state of 

Denmark. ” What other natural imagery is used to describe the corruption of 

the Danish court? What “ unnatural” events or behaviors preceded the 

events recounted in the play? 
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What “ unnatural” events or behaviors occur during the play? One of the 

great paradoxes of this play is that Hamlet, the hero of one plot, is the villain

of the other. This realization reflects directly the duality of human nature. 

What other characters does Shakespeare use to advance similar notions? 

How? 7. Hamlet deals a great deal with plotting and scheming. Who in 

Hamlet sets plans In motion? To what ends? 8. Shakespeare fills this play 

with an abundance of Juxtapositions. Explore the contrast of (dark/light) and 

what purpose It serves 9. 

Explore the contrast of realty/falcon motif and discuss what purpose it 

serves. 10. Hamlet seems to find a great deal of fault with Gertrude. Why? Is 

his criticism justified? You may wish to discuss his Oedipal complex 11 . How 

well does Hamlet fulfill his role as revenge? 12. Does Hamlet undergo any 

developmental changes throughout the play? Does he grow psychologically? 

Morally? Spiritually? 12. What is the role of Aphelia? Gertrude? How do they 

compare and contrast? 13. Describe Hamlet’s relationship with Aphelia. What

is her purpose in the play? Does Hamlet ever really love her? 

Be sure to back your claims up with textual details. 14. How much did 

Gertrude know about King Hamlet’s murder? What evidence can you find 

that she might have known? Evidence of her Innocence? Which Is more 

feasible? 15. How are Restaurant and Guilelessness characterized? How are 

we supposed to feel about them? Compare their roles with that of Horal. 16. 

What purpose does Curls serve? How does this affected courtier contribute to

the plays themes overbearing albeit wise father, an opportunist with an eye 

to the main chance, a valuable advisor to the king, or an obsequious 

courtier? 18. 
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Some modern readers overlay a Freudian Oedipal interpretation on Hamlet’s 

legislation to his mother (see Mel Gibbon’s 1990 film version, which makes 

this approach blatantly obvious)? though certainly there is a wide divergence

of opinion on the subject. What do you think? is Hamlet in love with his 

mother? At the very least, would you say he has an unhealthy obsession with

her sex life? Yet it is also said that Hamlet is well Justified in resenting his 

mother’s physical display of fondness for her second husband? especially in 

that her affections come so soon after her first husband’s death. 

What do you think? 19. Consider Claudia, a assonating character in his own 

right. Might he be viewed as a decisive ruler, perhaps wiser and steadier in 

dire times than a young, untested prince? (Consider the court scene in which

Claudia dispatches his envoys to Norway [l. Ii. 33]). Or is Claudia an out and 

out villain? 20. Talk about Hamlet and Aphelia. What is the nature of their 

relationship? Why do both Alerter and Polonium* instruct Aphelia to maintain

her distance from Hamlet (l. Iii. 5-44 and 88-135)? What about Hamlet’s 

treatment of her during the spy scene? 

Why does he tell her to “ get thee to a nunnery” (Ill. I. 90-1 53)? (In 

Shakespearean time, a “ nunnery” is both a monastery and a joking 

reference to a brothel. ) Is Hamlet’s anger toward her Justified? Is she a 

passive or an active agent in the court’s intrigue? 21. After Hamlet kills 

Polonium, Aphelia descends into madness. We see her pitiable state in the 

flower scene before her death (IV. V. 145). Read the scene aloud and do 

some research into the language of plants in Renaissance England. What are

the symbolic meanings behind the flowers that Aphelia presents to Claudia, 

Gertrude and Alerter? 
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What is being said? 22. Is Hamlet a misogynist? Or is his anger toward 

Aphelia a spill-over from his disappointment at his mother’s hasty marriage? 

A particularly good version of the confrontation between the two is Kenneth 

Baronage’s Hamlet and Kate Winglets Aphelia in the 1996 film version. 23. 

Why do Restaurant and Guilelessness betray Hamlet? Are they willing or 

unwitting accomplices? What about Hamlet’s switching the letters on the 

way to England? Are his actions fair or Just? Was there any alternative? How 

do they reinforce themes? 24. 
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