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What we’re going to be talking about for our report is the fact that many 

people in Canada cannot find affordable housing. This problem connects to 

the course because in class we discuss many social problems that are 

becoming a big issue. Global citizenship focuses on the world we live in and 

the people living in it because we as people make the world what it is today. 

As citizens, we can positively or negatively change the social issues that are 

talked about in global citizenship. Housing is a human right and everyone 

deserves to live comfortably, unfortunately the world has more people living 

uncomfortable due to the lack of affordable housing which makes it harder 

for people to maintain a healthy living style taking care of their family while 

working minimum wage or middle class jobs. 

Another reason why this topic relates to our course is because our course 

talks about equity and equality and Toronto is such a diverse city with so 

many cultures. When they migrate to Canada, they are trying to make a 

better living for their family but the problem with that is not being able to 

find good jobs to be able to support their family due to the different 

requirements needed in their country vs. our country. If people were to come

and visit our country and see a positive change in housing being affordable, 

they would be able to go back to their country with a positive mindset 

knowing that if in the near future they want to move, they’d be able to afford

it. 

This issue is relevant to us because we all have either witnessed it with our 

parents growing up or know people in the situation right now. It concerns us 

that if it continues to go the way it is right now, almost everyone will not be 

able to find a safe and affordable environment to live in that they can afford 
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without struggling to make ends meet. With that being said, we have 

children and we are experiencing this social issue within ourselves while 

paying market rent as well as going to school and receiving government 

assistance while having to deal with duties pertaining to our children, school 

fees, rent and basic needs. 

We chose this issue because we find ourselves struggling in this area. Two of

us are single parents trying to make a better living for our children and one 

of us witnesses their mother going through this issue. We wanted to do more

research and find out the root problem as to why it is so hard to afford 

housing. Another reason why we chose this issue is because if we find out 

the root problem, we can all figure out how to address the problem and find 

ways to fix it. 

SOCIAL ANALYSIS 

The crisis the world faces today with housing issues only gets deeper and 

deeper people have to live and pay rent so that’s just what we do whether 

we are comfortable or struggling. The struggle many people are facing today

with housing costs can only be a question of will it gets better or worse, well 

the reality is that it will not. The iceberg model is a metaphoric example of 

what’s really visible to us as citizens and the fact that “ 1/10th of icebergs 

mass are seen outside while about 9/10th of it is unseen, deep down in 

water”. 

When it comes to people living uncomfortable due to costs of rent, I believe 

it is and will remain a struggle for them and other people not having the 

same struggles may not see or know the truth about the costs of rent. The 
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world is oblivious to this specific issue due to 9/10th of the unseen the parts 

that are left under water. The major reasons, solutions, and data’s regarding 

sky rocketing housing costs are left out, and people suffering don’t get 

answers so we remain to struggle and just make ends meet. The “ facts” that

we may believe about expensive housing may not always be the truth just 

like the iceberg model explains some parts are left under water which we do 

not see or know of. 

Media I would say is the tip of the iceberg, underlying the basic information 

that they think we should know about, but no one address this epidemic. It 

remains a demographic social issue all over the world. The different areas of 

an iceberg such as the tip the base and foundation just go to show perfectly 

how information is discussed and dealt with, I mean the foundation is where 

it starts and how it can be solved but no one ever gets to that part of the 

iceberg we sit and watch the tip and believe the not so true ideologies about 

housing and not being able to afford it. 
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