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Limiting the length of paragraphs to eight sentences have also been 

associated with a variety of advantages. According to Lerner, a short 

paragraph facilitates an emphasis on points and induces breaks in reading. 

These breaks allow the reader to meditate on the content of the read 

paragraph (p. 26). Similarly, VanHuss associates a short paragraph with “ 

effective writing” (VanHuss, p. 264). She argues that the ability of the 

audience to read a written material depends on the length of the paragraph, 

which she prefers to be at most eight sentences. Paragraphs should, 

therefore, be limited to eight or fewer sentences to facilitate readership 

(VanHuss, p. 264). 

First reactions to documents with long paragraphs 

Long paragraphs induce the concept of complexity of the work. This reduces 

interest in the written material and a further poor concentration. The overall 

first reaction is a formed negative attitude towards the document. 
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