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These precautions prevent the specimen from becoming contaminated while 

avoiding killing off any pathogens in the specimen. Lastly, there are specific 

procedures to be followed depending on the type of specimen being 

collected. Proper collection of specimens ensures that laboratory testing is 

accurate and safe. 

Record Keeping 

Once a specimen reaches the laboratory, thorough records must be kept for 

quality assurance and accuracy. It is especially important that care " should 

be taken to prevent reporting results on the wrong specimen and 

transposing digits in reporting quantitative data" (Kumari & Bhatia 2003, 

p160). The records must be detailed enough to determine any possible 

sources of error during testing. Keeping detailed and accurate records is 

essential for quality assurance. 
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