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John Winthrop *“ City Upon a Hill” and Thomas Jefferson
City Views” Essay Sample

John Winthrop’s “ City Upon A Hill”, described the mission and vision to start
a “ New England”, which became known as the United States of America.
John Winthrop believed a perfect society could exist in a perfect city where
everyone worshiped and worked together in harmony. He envisioned a
community so closely woven together that everyone was equally important
to the future of the city. A city where a purer form of Christianity would exist,
which would provide a moral and religious show for the rest of the world to
see. Quoting the New Testament, (Matthew 5: 14) John Winthrop warned the
people they would be totally exposed for the entire world to see, as a “ city

upon a hill.”

Not everyone agreed with John Winthrop’s vision. Thomas Jefferson, for
example, did not have the same view as Winthrop. Jefferson looked at
Winthrop’s views as radically idealistic and knew he was up against
enormous odds. Thomas Jefferson and John Winthrop came from very
different backgrounds. Jefferson was considered to be a Deist and believed “
God created the world, but pretty much left it up to man to create the world
he lives in.” (Mayhall, 2005) Jefferson viewed cities to be evil and full of
greed. Thomas Jefferson felt that cities were breeding grounds for plagues

and diseases and would likely cause epidemics.

Winthrop encouraged others that “ this land was to be a model society of
Christian love meaning they should care for each other as they cared for

themselves and, more specifically, there should be no poor among them.”
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(Holland, 2002) It was surprising to learn that Winthrop felt the natives had
not made good use of their land on which they lived, and as long as the
Puritans gave those that remained “ sufficient for their use” they felt they
can lawfully take the rest. In this situation, | feel the very thing Winthrop
seeked to destroy in others, greed, in order to make his perfect city, is how

he was portraying himself.

John Winthrop’s vision to create a perfect “ City Upon A Hill” at the beginning
of the 19th century, has made a lasting impression on American values and
a vision | feel accurately portrayed American cities. A lasting impression such
that “ nearly every major political candidate has invoked Winthrop’s words.
The list of those on record of doing so includes Abraham Lincoln, John
Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, Michael Dukakis and Bill Clinton.” (Sawyer, 2004)
Frances Bremer, author of “ John Winthrop: America’s Forgotten Founding
Father” thinks the Puritan “ would be very disturbed” at the twist given to his
metaphor. Bremer says most upsetting would be the way the idea has been
taken from a passive one using America as an example to an active one of

America carrying its values into other countries.
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