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Imagine what it would be like to get hit in the head with a two pound weight 

by protecting another person. Harriet Tubman was born a slave. As a slave, 

she preferred working outdoors than in the kitchen. She also became known 

as the “ Conductor of the Underground Railroad. ” Without Harriet Tubman, 

she would not have inspired many people like Martin Luther King Jr. Harriet 

Tubman is a humanitarian because she helped over 300 slaves escape to 

their freedom. Harriet Tubman had many early life influences that motivated 

her to become a humanitarian. 

Harriet Tubman found a job in the kitchen of a hotel. As soon as she had 

saved enough money, Harriet planned to rescue her sister Mary Ann Bowley”

(Nielson 17). This motivated her to save all her family members. Also it 

shows that she cares for them and she wants them to experience freedom 

like she does. Harriet was named the official “ Conductor of the Underground

Railroad” (www. math. buffalo. edu). This proves that she has been rescuing 

many slaves to their freedom. This also shows that she knew all the 

techniques and the secret passages to escaping. 

During her ten year span, she had made 19 trips to rescue about 30 slaves 

(www. pbs. org). This explains how she had rescued and helped them escape

to freedom. This demonstrates why she is a humanitarian. Harriet Tubman 

had many things that influenced her to become a humanitarian; however, 

she faced many struggles along the way. Harriet Tubman had many 

struggles during her journey that made her a humanitarian. Harriet Tubman 

suffered from sudden sleep seizures because she was hit in the head with a 

two pound weight by protecting another slave (Lyman 223). 

https://assignbuster.com/humanitarian/



 Humanitarian – Paper Example Page 3

This explains why she is always falling asleep during her escape journey. The

fugitives were very trustworthy to her because they would wait for her to 

wake up and then start back up on their journey again. As Harriet Tubman 

escaped in the middle of the night, no one knew, not even her husband 

because if he found out then he would tell her master (www. math. buffalo. 

edu). This shows that John Tubman did not share the same dream as Harriet 

or support her. This also shows why he marries another woman while not 

seeing Harriet for two years. 

When Harriet worked as a slave, she only ate what was left of the table 

crumbs and she slept and she slept on the floor (Sullivan 15). She stayed 

strong and she kept faith in herself. Staying strong and having faith would 

some day bring her to freedom. Although Harriet Tubman had many 

struggles, however she also had many accomplishments that made her a 

humanitarian. All the accomplishments Harriet Tubman achieved is what 

made her a humanitarian. All the escapes she made with fugitives, she had 

never lost one passenger (www. pbs. org). 

Harriet Tubman always said, “ Be free or die” to the fugitives that wanted to 

give up. Motivating is what she is good at. In the year 1849, she started her 

journey and left her husband. “ On one occasion, she overheard some men 

reading her wanted poster, which stated that she was illiterate. She promptly

pulled out a book and feigned reading it. The ploy was enough to fool the 

men. ” (www. pbs. org). This demonstrates how she can pull off close traps 

like this. 
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During her escape journey she would also disguise as a man because she 

knew that people were searching for a oman. In the year 1860, Harriet had 

her most challenging journey that included her 70 year old parents (www. 

pbs. org). This must have been really hard to travel because her parents 

were old and they could not walk as fast as the others. During her first 

escape she was given a white piece of paper with two names and they would

help her on her path to freedom (www. math. buffalo. edu). This shows that 

she was new at this technique. The white paper gives the steps to reaching 

freedom. Harriet Tubman’s achievements led to her impact on society. 
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