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Based on true events, The Pursuit of Happyness (the incorrect spelling is 

explained in the film) follows Chris Gardner (Smith) as he struggles to 

achieve the American dream. Chris has everything going against him. His 

wife left him and he’s raising his 5-year-old son alone, without any real 

income. Determined to provide for his son Christopher no matter what, Chris 

enters an unpaid internship program at a brokerage firm in hopes of landing 

the one paid position available at the end of the training program. It is a 

more than just a movie. It is a American dream of a real life person, with a 

inspirational life story. It brings out the so called baby in people. Will Smith 

does the best acting of his career so far. He also made it more believable 

acting with his own real son. 

Sleeping in bathrooms, homeless shelters, and shabby hotels when he’s got 

no money to afford a room. In my own opinion I could never survive those 

things. Chris never gives up on the idea that he can land a job and provide 

his son with a better life. . In my case i cried when i saw the part where he 

and his son sleep in the comfort room in the terminal. His determination 

should set as a good example to each and every one of us I would 

recommend this movie for people even guys. Every so called tough guy 

would most likely cry when they see this movie. It is a really good movie. 

In 1981, in San Francisco, the smart salesman and family man Chris Gardner 

invests the family savings in Osteo National bone-density scanners, an 

apparatus twice as expensive as an x-ray machine but with a slightly clearer 

image. This white elephant financially breaks the family, bringing troubles to 

his relationship with his wife Linda, who leaves him and moves to New York 

where she has taken a job in a pizza parlor. Their son Christopher stays with 
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Chris because he and his wife both know that he will be able to take better 

care of him. 

Without any money or a wife, but committed to his son, Chris sees a chance 

to fight for a stockbroker internship position at Dean Witter, offering a more 

promising career at the end of a six-month unpaid training period. During 

that period, Chris goes through a lot of hardship personally and 

professionally. When he thinks he is “ stable,” he finds that he has lost $600 

when the government takes the last bit of money in his bank account 

for taxes. He is rendered homeless because he can’t pay his rent. 

He is forced at one point to stay in a bathroom at a train station, and must 

scramble from work every day to the Glide Memorial United Methodist 

Church, which offers shelter to the homeless. He must leave work early 

every day so that he is there by 5: 00 in the evening along with his son so 

that he may be assured of a place to sleep. He is seen carrying his suitcase 

to work because he doesn’t have a home. At work, there are nineteen other 

candidates for the one position. 

One day, he is called into an office and in it were the heads of Dean Witter. 

Chris thinks that he is about to be told the job will not be his as he says that 

he wore a shirt and tie for his final day. Then they tell him that he has been 

an excellent trainee and that tomorrow he will have to wear his shirt and tie 

again as it will be his first day as a broker. Chris struggles to hold back tears.

Outside he begins to cry as the busy people of San Francisco walk past him. 

He rushes to his son’s daycare, hugging him and knowing that after 

everything him and his son had been through things would be all right. 
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The final scene shows Chris walking with his son down a street. His son is 

telling him a joke, when a wealthy business man in a suit walks past. Chris 

looks back as the man continues on. The man in the suit is none other than 

the real Chris Gardner. 
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