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Everyone has their own theories of why things are the way they are. Jean Piaget, Lawrence Kohlberg, and Erik Erikson are three men that have outstanding theories about human development; all with their own little thoughts about why theirs is the way it should be. The theories of these men outline and help suggest who we are as people and why we are that way. This paper objective is to weigh, compare, and evaluate the expectations and statements of these theorists. Each developmental theory explains in a series of age-related changes that happen over the course of a life span. Piaget, Kohlberg, and Erikson are famous for describing their theories in a series of stages. People pass through stages in a specific order that is often related to a person’s age, and therefore as development is discontinuous, it has dissimilar capacities developing within each stage. 
Body Paragraph # 1 
Jean Piaget was a French-speaking Swiss psychologist who studied children. Piaget’s theory states that as children develop biologically they also meet specific cognitive goals and that developments of adaptive behaviors are connected to mental development. Piaget believed that it occurred in specific chronological stages and that children’s minds were not capable to reason like adults, in that their minds grow gradually. Piaget’s theory assumes that development is unidirectional with all children reaching each stage at approximately at the same age. 
Topic Sentence: Children’s development is unidirectional and children reach each stage at about the same age. 
Supporting Evidence: 
“ A necessary outcome of development is the ability to solve problems in their environments and adapt to those environments, which change, as people themselves also change. Second, Piaget proposed that child development is a process of construction that is based on organism-environment interactions in various conditions. Third, he posited that socialization factors – including cooperation, discussions, oppositions, exchanges and the like – play a role in cognitive development.” (Maynard, 2008) 
Body Paragraph #2 
Lawrence Kohlberg was a Jewish American psychologist who is known for following Piaget’s theory of cognitive development to create his theory on morality. Kohlberg believed that people progressed in their moral reasoning, for example ethical behavior through a series of stages. He believed that there were six identifiable stages, which could be more commonly classified into three levels: pre-conventional, conventional, and post-conventional. 
Topic Sentence: Kohlberg believed that people progressed through ethical behavior through stages. 
Supporting Evidence: 
“ Recent management behavior such as the PINTO gasoline tank decision has received a great deal of notoriety” (Baxter, Gerald, & Rarick, 1987). People are asking question whether such behavior can result in moral behavior, and if this behavior reflects the proper education in moral behavior. Answers to these questions might point to an approach out of the moral obscurities giant corporations have asked the world. 
Body Paragraph #3 
Erik Erikson was a German-born American developmental psychologist and psychoanalyst who were known for his theory on psychosocial development of human beings. Erikson unlike Piaget believed that there are eight stages of life. They had similar beliefs in charting the development of children and both eventually rejected Freud’s model of the mind. Erikson believed that people would pass through 8 stages of life from infancy to adulthood, each stage if successful would build on to the next, however it was not successfully completed than it was expected for problems to reoccur in the future. 
Topic Sentence: Erikson believed there were eight stages of life. 
Supporting Evidence: 
Suicide is a problem in the United States and one factor underlying suicide concerns the failure to construct a healthy identity (Portes, Sandhu, & Longwell-Grice, 2002). It is suggested that because a person does not successfully go through the eight stages of life, they may not understand whom they are which can lead to suicide. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, Piaget, Erikson, and Kohlberg are just three of the theorists who can provide a wide-ranging outlook in human development. Remember that people pass through stages in a specific order that is often related to a person’s age, and therefore as development is discontinuous, it has dissimilar capacities developing within each stage. 
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